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EU Survey: Future-proofing EU Agri-Food through research and innovation 

This is the text that Agroecology Europe shared with its answers to the survey 

Agroecology Europe is committed to putting agroecology high in the European research 

agenda. Food systems must change and adapt to new challenges such as adaptation to climate 

change, biodiversity and ecosystem services deterioration, soil pollution, economic 

uncertainties and social stresses. 

We are convinced that agroecology is the paradigm to follow for this necessary transformation, 

as it’s based on ‘working with nature’ and put farmers’ needs at the center. It recognizes the 

complexity of food systems, their context-dependency and the need for research based on 

interdisciplinarity and holistic approaches.  

The EU recognizes that agroecology is a way forward, as stated in Strategic Dialogue on the 

Future of EU Agriculture, its mention in the Vision for Agriculture and Food. The EU ENVI 

Council also recognized, in 2024, the HLPE 13 principles1 as the approach to making the EU 

food system sustainable. The EU is also committed to agroecology in international group and 

fora as it is a member of the Agroecology Coalition, alongside twelve Member States. In the 

research area, this recognition of agroecology as a way forward translates into concrete 

commitment such as the Agroecology Partnership, and the SCAR working group on 

agroecology.  

Therefore, for Agroecology Europe, to strengthen the attractiveness, competitiveness, 

sustainability, resilience and fairness of agriculture, forestry and rural areas, future research 

should reinforce and prioritise agroecology as a systemic, science-based and socially 

grounded approach, addressing ecological, economic and social dimensions together, rather 

than relying on narrowly defined technical fixes. 

Prior to any key themes for research, we believe that the EU should have clear goals and a 

commitment to a sustainable and resilient food system based on agroecology. While we 

recognize that the EU has put forward research strategies and key clusters, we encourage the 

EU to improve the coherence and relation between research projects in time. Defining 

research trajectories might boost the uptake of previous results into new research projects, 

which would allow continuity, coherence, logic and improvement in reaching overarching 

goals.  

 
1 The 13 principles of Agroecology • Agroecology Europe 

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/strategic-dialogue-report-2024_en.pdf
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/strategic-dialogue-report-2024_en.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0075
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14146-2024-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14146-2024-INIT/en/pdf
https://agroecology-coalition.org/governments/
https://www.agroecologypartnership.eu/en
https://scar-europe.org/scar-working-groups-canvas/agroecology
https://scar-europe.org/scar-working-groups-canvas/agroecology
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/the-13-principles-of-agroecology/


 
 
The first key thematic area is agroecological systems design, diversification and 

transformation. Research should focus on agroecological farm diversification, including 

diversified crop rotations, agroforestry, mixed farming systems and multispecies livestock 

strategies that enhance ecosystem functions, reduce external inputs and improve resilience. 

Particular attention should be given to livestock extensification, adapted stocking densities 

and pasture-based systems, and their links to animal welfare, climate adaptation and rural 

employment. Long-term research on holistic soil health, covering biological activity, soil 

structure, carbon dynamics and nutrient cycling, is essential to underpin productive and 

resilient agroecological systems. 

A second priority area is farmer-led innovation and farmers-led nature restoration. It includes 

landscape-scale biodiversity management, ecological corridors and restoration of soil, 

wetlands and grasslands. It should be recognised as a core research field, linking food 

production with biodiversity and climate objectives. It translates into putting farmers’ needs 

at the center of research projects, and improve the integration of farmers – especially small-

scale farmers, organic and agroecological farmers – in the design and in the participation of 

research projects, but also in the successful implementation of research results.  

Third, research must strengthen collective approaches and governance arrangements. This 

includes collective governance arrangements for natural resources, such as water, soil, forests 

and grazing lands, as well as research on collective farms, food and rural infrastructures, 

shared processing, storage, logistics and advisory services. Supporting small- and medium-

sized cooperatives is crucial to improve farmers’ bargaining power, retain value in rural areas 

and enable agroecological practices to be economically viable. Food system transformation 

will not occur if changes only happen at the farm level. This is why research projects should 

have a systemic approach and consider landscape and territorial integration.  

A fourth thematic area concerns social innovation, fairness and rural vitality. Research should 

address social farming, care farming and multifunctional agriculture as ways to enhance social 

inclusion, improve quality of life and strengthen the social fabric of rural areas. This includes 

examining labour conditions, generational renewal, access to land and capital and the role of 

collective organisations in ensuring fair incomes and decent working conditions. 

Fifth, the EU should make sure that results for agroecological research reach the right 

stakeholders, are implemented, and are sustained in the long run. It means that support is 

also required at the first stages of the implementation of research results through, for instance, 

effective agroecological advisory services, financial and management support for created start-

ups and other projects like living labs and networks.  

A sixth point is about research addressing territorial food systems and policy coherence, 

including public procurement, local and regional markets and rural–urban linkages. Robust 



 
 
evaluation frameworks are needed to assess agroecological performance across ecological, 

social and economic dimensions, moving beyond narrow productivity indicators. 

 

Finally, as the EU is engaging in digitalization, research that concerns agriculture and 

digitalization should prioritise farmer-centred digital tools and knowledge systems. This 

includes the development of farmer-centred digital platforms that allow farmers to retain 

control over networking, data, knowledge exchange and business transactions with the rest 

of society, rather than increasing dependency on proprietary technologies. Digital tools should 

be developed in line with agroecological principles and created with the purpose of supporting 

the agroecological transition by, for instance, the support for cooperation and short supply 

chains development, by facilitating and participatory decision-making. 

Overall, prioritising agroecology-oriented research, grounded in diversification, collective 

action, farmer autonomy and social justice, offers a credible pathway to more resilient, 

competitive and fair agriculture, forestry and rural areas in the long term. 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


