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Brussels, 22 January 2026

EU Survey: Future-proofing EU Agri-Food through research and innovation
This is the text that Agroecology Europe shared with its answers to the survey

Agroecology Europe is committed to putting agroecology high in the European research
agenda. Food systems must change and adapt to new challenges such as adaptation to climate
change, biodiversity and ecosystem services deterioration, soil pollution, economic
uncertainties and social stresses.

We are convinced that agroecology is the paradigm to follow for this necessary transformation,
as it’s based on ‘working with nature’ and put farmers’ needs at the center. It recognizes the
complexity of food systems, their context-dependency and the need for research based on
interdisciplinarity and holistic approaches.

The EU recognizes that agroecology is a way forward, as stated in Strategic Dialogue on the

Future of EU Agriculture, its mention in the Vision for Agriculture and Food. The EU ENVI

Council also recognized, in 2024, the HLPE 13 principles! as the approach to making the EU

food system sustainable. The EU is also committed to agroecology in international group and

fora_as it is a member of the Agroecology Coalition, alongside twelve Member States. In the

research area, this recognition of agroecology as a way forward translates into concrete
commitment such as the Agroecology Partnership, and the SCAR working group on

agroecology.

Therefore, for Agroecology Europe, to strengthen the attractiveness, competitiveness,
sustainability, resilience and fairness of agriculture, forestry and rural areas, future research
should reinforce and prioritise agroecology as a systemic, science-based and socially
grounded approach, addressing ecological, economic and social dimensions together, rather
than relying on narrowly defined technical fixes.

Prior to any key themes for research, we believe that the EU should have clear goals and a
commitment to a sustainable and resilient food system based on agroecology. While we
recognize that the EU has put forward research strategies and key clusters, we encourage the
EU to improve the coherence and relation between research projects in time. Defining
research trajectories might boost the uptake of previous results into new research projects,
which would allow continuity, coherence, logic and improvement in reaching overarching
goals.

1The 13 principles of Agroecology ¢ Agroecology Europe
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Agroecology

The first key thematic area is agroecological systems design, diversification and
transformation. Research should focus on agroecological farm diversification, including
diversified crop rotations, agroforestry, mixed farming systems and multispecies livestock
strategies that enhance ecosystem functions, reduce external inputs and improve resilience.
Particular attention should be given to livestock extensification, adapted stocking densities
and pasture-based systems, and their links to animal welfare, climate adaptation and rural
employment. Long-term research on holistic soil health, covering biological activity, soil
structure, carbon dynamics and nutrient cycling, is essential to underpin productive and
resilient agroecological systems.

A second priority area is farmer-led innovation and farmers-led nature restoration. It includes
landscape-scale biodiversity management, ecological corridors and restoration of soil,
wetlands and grasslands. It should be recognised as a core research field, linking food
production with biodiversity and climate objectives. It translates into putting farmers’ needs
at the center of research projects, and improve the integration of farmers — especially small-
scale farmers, organic and agroecological farmers — in the design and in the participation of
research projects, but also in the successful implementation of research results.

Third, research must strengthen collective approaches and governance arrangements. This
includes collective governance arrangements for natural resources, such as water, soil, forests
and grazing lands, as well as research on collective farms, food and rural infrastructures,
shared processing, storage, logistics and advisory services. Supporting small- and medium-
sized cooperatives is crucial to improve farmers’ bargaining power, retain value in rural areas
and enable agroecological practices to be economically viable. Food system transformation
will not occur if changes only happen at the farm level. This is why research projects should
have a systemic approach and consider landscape and territorial integration.

A fourth thematic area concerns social innovation, fairness and rural vitality. Research should
address social farming, care farming and multifunctional agriculture as ways to enhance social
inclusion, improve quality of life and strengthen the social fabric of rural areas. This includes
examining labour conditions, generational renewal, access to land and capital and the role of
collective organisations in ensuring fair incomes and decent working conditions.

Fifth, the EU should make sure that results for agroecological research reach the right
stakeholders, are implemented, and are sustained in the long run. It means that support is
also required at the first stages of the implementation of research results through, for instance,
effective agroecological advisory services, financial and management support for created start-
ups and other projects like living labs and networks.

A sixth point is about research addressing territorial food systems and policy coherence,
including public procurement, local and regional markets and rural—urban linkages. Robust
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evaluation frameworks are needed to assess agroecological performance across ecological,
social and economic dimensions, moving beyond narrow productivity indicators.

Finally, as the EU is engaging in digitalization, research that concerns agriculture and
digitalization should prioritise farmer-centred digital tools and knowledge systems. This
includes the development of farmer-centred digital platforms that allow farmers to retain
control over networking, data, knowledge exchange and business transactions with the rest
of society, rather than increasing dependency on proprietary technologies. Digital tools should
be developed in line with agroecological principles and created with the purpose of supporting
the agroecological transition by, for instance, the support for cooperation and short supply
chains development, by facilitating and participatory decision-making.

Overall, prioritising agroecology-oriented research, grounded in diversification, collective
action, farmer autonomy and social justice, offers a credible pathway to more resilient,
competitive and fair agriculture, forestry and rural areas in the long term.
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Future-proofing EU Agri-Food through research
and innovation

The new EU agricultural Research and Innovation (R&1) Strategic Approach was announced in the European
Commission's Vision for Agriculture and Food, presented in February 2025, which aims to secure the long-
term competitiveness and sustainability of the EU's farming and food sector. The new EU agricultural R&I
strategic approach will help achieve the competitiveness, sustainability, resilience, and faimess objectives of
the Vision. It will update and replace the current strategic gach for agricultural R&!. which dates back to
2016.

This questionnaire aims to collect feedback from all relevant stakeholders (researchers, innovators, farmers,
foresters, rural communities, cooperatives and associations, advisors, businesses and private sectors, NGOs,
etc.). This will enabie the co-creation of an EU agricultural R&| strategy. This stakeholder feedback opportunity
forms an integral part of the preparation of the New EU strategic approach to research and innovation to foster
the competitiveness, resilience and sustainability of agriculture, forestry and rural areas. This survey should
not be interpreted as pre-empting or prejudging the Commission's proposal on Honizon Europe and the
European Competitiveness Fund, which is currently under discussion by the EU co-legislators.

Sharing your reflections on new opportunities ansing from today’s policy context will help identify priority R&l
thematic areas, bolster the uptake of new knowledge and innovation by farmers, foresters and rural actors and
revamp the whole innovation journey from research to start-ups and scale-ups for the benefit of the wider EU

£Conomy.
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The consultation is structured around the main areas that fall within the scope of the new EU agricutiural A&
Strategic Approach. The completion of the questionnaire should take 15-20 minwtes. At the end of the survey,
stakeholders can upload a file with a more detailed contribution.

The consultation guestionnaire will be open until 25 January 2026.

At the same time, the European Life Science Strategy announced that the Commission will develop a strategic
Ré&l agenda on Food Systems, complementing the strategic approach to A&l in agriculiure, forestry and rural
areas announced in the Vision for agriculture and food. Relevant stakeholders will also be consulted on the
strategic A&l agenda on Food Systems during Q1 2026,

About you
{This survey is anonymous. Please do not provide information that would identify you as an
individual in your answers below. If we encounter any such information, we will immediately

delete it and/or your contribution)

1 | am giving my contribution as:

D Acitizen

Acadsmic/ressarch inattution

Businasz asacciation

Company/buainess (including SMEs, stariups, scaleups)
Farmer and/or forester and’or rural organization
Consumer organiaation

Farmer and/or forester and’or rural actor
Mon-governmental crganisaton (NGO)

Public authortty

Financial inveator

D Cther

FIRGFIIIPIPIA

2 Organization name
200 charecter(s) maximum

Agroecology Europs

3 Please add your country of arigin, or that of your organisation
D Auatria (AT) O Estonia (EE) 0 haly (IT) ' Porwgal (PT)
¥ Balgium (BE) ' Finland (F] 2 Latvia (LV) ' Romania (RO}
2 Bulgara (BG) ' France (FR) ©' Lithuania (LT} 2’ Slovak Republic (SK)
' Croatia (HR) 2 Germany (DE)T Luxembourg (LU1Z Slovenia (S1)
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D Cypruz(CY) 2 Greses (EL) 20 Maha (MT) T Spain (ES)
2 Czechia (CZ) U Hungary (HU) 2 Netherands (NL) 2" Sweden (SE)
) Denmark (DK) D Iraland (IE} 0 Poland (PL)

4 if another country, please write it here

3 Organisation size
@ Micro (1 10 8 employess)
2 Small (10 to 48 employses)
2 Medium (50 1o 249 employess)
' Large (250 or mors)

1. Research and Innovation as an enabler of the Vision for

agriculture and food

The 2016 Strategic Approach to EU Agricultural Research and Innovation

The 2016 Strategic Approach aimed to hamess EU invesiments in the Framework Programme for Research
and Innovation in view of the following main objectives:

Ensure food securily in the lang term;
Address the environmenial sustainability and resilience of competitive land-based primary production
for food and non-food systems;

®  Boost the sustainable growth of rural temitones.

When implementing the Framewaork Frogramme for Ressarch and Innovation, these objectives have been
developed further, in particular o respond 1o the new geopolitical context and the new strafegic direction of
the Comman Agnculiural Policy and the Green Deal.

In addlitian, the 2076 strafegic appraach sought to improve the delivery of research resulis for policy use.

1.1 To what extent would the main objectives of the 2016 Strategic Approach to EU Agricultural
FRE&| listed below still be relevam today? Flease reply by ticking the relevant boxes in the table below. f

you are nol in a position to reply, please tick ‘no opimion”

g - Somewhat Absolsly N
hl i niot mot °
relevart rebevant opinion
relevant relevant
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Enaurs food sacurity in the long tarm L
Address the snvironmiantal

austainabilty and resilience of

compstitive land-bassd primary » o B B ®
production for food and non-food

aystams

Boast the sustainable growth of rural
TEmiiones

Improve the delivery of ressarch
resubts for policy use

Opportunities arising from a new Strategic Approach to EU R&l in Agricufture, Forestry and Rural
Areas

The Msion for agricutture and food of February 2025 aims for the European Union of 2040 to be a place
where farming and food proguction thrive across our cortinent in al their diversity; a place where farming is
attractive for fulure gensrations, and the agri-food sector is competitive, resilient, future-proofed and fair.

The fulure of this strategic sector rests an the ability of the European Union and its Member Siates to put in
Diace the right conditions to enable:

An attractive and predictable agri-food sector whers incomes enable fammers to thrve;

An agn-food sector that Is competitive and resiliert in the face of rising giobal competition and shocks;
The future-prooiing of an agri-focd seclor that is funclioning within planstary boundaries;

An agn-food sector that values food, fasters fair working and living conditions and vibrant and weil-

connectsd rwral and coastal areas

The Vision indicafes that developing a new sitrategic approach to EU B&1 to improve the competitiveness of
agriculture, forestry and rural areas will be paramount o Target invesiments efficiently, align fufure pnorties
with scientific developments and grasp new opporiunities.

1.2 To what extent should a new Strategic Approach to EU R&l in Agriculture, Forestry and Rural
Areas contribute to the following?
Please reply by ticking the relevant boxes in the table below. If you are not in a position to reply, please tick
‘na opirion”
Swongly | Somewhar | orewher | Absolssly |
not mot
ributs ributs irii
Cont cont .I:I.I'IE cont CiPHMoN
Attract new generationa to

agncubiure and rural araas
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Europe

Smuﬁmﬂnmuf ™ £ £ 5 &
amall and medium aize farm holders

Foster the austanability (sconomic,
srviranmental and accial) of

agricultural sectora crucial for the - s O o =
EU economy and ready 1o adapt to

futurs changes

Enabls agricuthural systems that go ™ & £ B &
hand in hand with natwrs

Leverage the potential of innovatve
technologiss, such as bistschrology o o - D o]
and artificial intslligancs

Accelerats uptake of innovation in
agncubiure, forastry and rural areas

Prowvids new busimess models for
farmara, foreaters and rural sctora

(Gemarate new opportunties throwgh
biceconomy, circulanty and naturs- ) @ £ £ 7
based solutions towards a climats-

nautral and neture-positive acononmy

Foster co-creation of knowladge
and innovation in local » o o o o
sxpermeniaton stes, e.g. Iving labs

Strangthen knowlsdgs and
innovation syatems in agncukures w O D 3 g
and support for advisory senvicas

Addrezs comsumer nesda and
choices impacting on the
resilisnce of agncubiurs

1.3 To what other aspecis should a new Sirategic Approach to EU REl in Agriculiure, Forestry and
Rural Areas contribute?

Please reply in the box below, with a maximum 1000 characters [without spaces]
1000 charactsn(s) masxtmum
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A new strategic approach to EU R&l should include a long-term objective 1o enswure uptaks of agroscology
acroes Eurcps as a holistic approach, mcluding & sst of practicses, a science and a social movement. Inepiration
to reach the cbjective should, among others, come from the Agroscology Partmarship, which relisa on a
common vigkon: “Team-up and unlock the tranemion to agroscology 2o that farming systems are reailiant,
productive and proaperous, place-senaitive, aa well as climate, anvironment-scoeyatem, bicdiversity and
people-frendly by 2050". Hesearch should conasquently explore ways of developing implementing/monitoring
tha application of the 13 HLPE principles as a basis for tranaforming food ayatemsa.

Ensunng a compsatitive EL food aystam and new business maodels for farmers and other staksholders should ba

alignad with the development of agroscology.
MNew tachmologiea should alac be developed in accordance with agroecalogical principlea.

2 . Strengthening the EU “research and innovation ecosystem” for
researchers, innovators, start-ups, scale-ups and small and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) in agriculture, forestry and rural areas

Valorisation of results in the EU “research and innovation ecosysiem”™ in agriculture, foresiry and
rural areas

Despite Eurcpe’s excellence in scientific research, the ransiation from research results to marketable
innovations related fo agricuiture, forestry and nural areas is weaker than in other parts of the world. This
includes, for exampie, the creation of startups or the regisiration of new patens.

Far the purposs of this survey, the “EU ressarch and innovation ecasystem”™ should be understood as the
financial and infrastruciural context provided by EU policies that enable the development of R&! activities,
from basic research to the deployment and upscaling of innovations in the market. A boistered “EU ressarch
and innovation ecosysiem” should provide support to researchers, innovalors, sfarf-ups, scale-ups and small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to valorise their results and enable their innovations to reach the
market and thus be accessible by farmers, foresters and rural aclors.

2.1 To what extent do you agree with the following statemenis regarding the current EU
valorisation of R&l resulis through the “EU research and innovation ecosystem™ in agriculiure,
forestry sectors and rural areas? FPlsase reply by ticking the relevant boxes in the table below. If you are
not in a position to regly, please tick 'no opinion”
Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly No
agras agres dizagres dizagres opinicn

Owerall, the resuba of EU-fundsd and
othar reasarch and innovation projects
are sufficiently valonzed through the
craation of start-ups
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Owerall, start-ups recens sufficisnt
aupport for the devel coment of thair
innovetive products and ssnvicea and
thair growth into ecale-ups

Crvarall, scale-ups recsive sufficient
suppart for the full market deployment g ‘o £ ] 0
of their mnovative producta and servicea

Owerall, SMEs racsive sufficiant
support to develop and bring to the
markst inmovative products and
asrvicasa

Owerall, thers are suficiant stiratagic
imvastmanta (e.g. in iInfrastructurs, pilot
and demonsetration facilities, new valus
chaing, tc.) that can strangthen the o o Ll & &
compettvenass, sustainabilty and

rezilisnce of agriculiurs, forestry and

rural areas

Owerall, thers iz sufficient support
ensuring a seamlass iInvestment
journey from fundamental and apphied
research all the way to full markst
deployment, including industrial
production and infrastructures

Fostering a “seamless investment journey” in the “EU research and innovation ecosystem” in
agriculture, forestry and rural areas

A European Competitiveness Fund (ECF), newly proposed by the Eurcpean Commission under the next
Mutti-annual Financial Framework (2028-2034) or long-term EL budget, will aim to invest in strategic sectors
and technologies, for the benefit of the entire Single Market. The ECF would simplify and acceleraie EL
funding and catalyse private and public invesiment. If proposes to focus its support an four areas: clean
transition and indusirial decarbonization; health, biotech, agriculiure and bioeconomy; digital leadership;
resilience and security, defence, industry and space.

In close connection with the ECF, the next Horizon Europe, the next EU research and innovation framework
programme, has been proposed o cantinue ta fund world-class research and innovation. Together, Horizon
Eurape and the ECF would offer support for the entire investment journey of a project (from conception
phase ko scale-up) and reduce both the cost for potential beneficiares and the time for disbursement in what
is called a “seamiess invesiment journey”.

Cn the ather hand, the new long-term ELU budget will bring together EU funds implemented by Member
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Stares and Regions under one coherent stratsgy, with econamic, social and termitorial cohesion, agricultural
and fisheries policies and secunity at its core. This will be implemented through National and Regional
Fartnership Plans, to maximize the impact of investmenis.

2.2 To what extent do you agree with the following as means to foster a "seamless investment
journey” in the “EU research and innovation ecosystem” in agriculture, forestry and rural areas ?
Strongly Somewhat Somewkhat Strengly No
agres agres disagres dizagres | opimon

Explore ways to provide afronger

support for the valonzation of ressarch

and innovation reaults within the acope

of EU-unded collaborative ressarch w o 8 & o)
and innovation actions themeshes (a.9.

dedicated funding for proct of concapt

undar such actiona)

Make greater and more systematic uas

of EU funding swpport for atart-ups, A . & ™
acale-ups and SMEsz in ths fislds of

agnculiure, forestry and rural areas

Explors atronger (bidirsctional)
aynergias between EU-funded
collaboratiee ressarch and mnovation
actiona and EU funding support for
start-ups, scals-ups and SMEa : resubs
fram EU-fundad ressarch and
innovation actions should fesd miors
aystematically into EU funding support
for stant-upe, scale-upe and SMEs,
while EL-fundsd star-upa, scals-upa
and SMEs should in retun
systematcally partcipate more in EL-
funded collaborative reasarch and
innovation actons.

Make greater and more systematic uas
of synergisa betweaen EL funding
support for atart-ups, scals-ups and
SMEsz undsr the maxt Horizon Europs
on the one hand and such support
undar the newly establizhed Eurcpean
Compstitrvensas Fund on the othar
hand
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Explora aynergies betwesn inveastmeanta

undar the nest Harizon Ewrops and

undar the newly astablizhed Eurcpsan

Competitivensaa Fund on the one o Ll ] 9 g
hand, with investrants under the

Mational and Regional Parmership

Planz on the other hand

2.3 Do you have suggestions to foster the valorisation of the results from R&l in agriculiure,
forestry and rural areas to strengthen the related “EL) research and innovation ecosystem™ and/or
the related “seamiless investment journey™? Fiease reply in the box below, with a maximum 7000
characters [without spaces]

1000 character{s) masimum

Strengthaning ways to implement results ia key 1o enswre the effective tranaformation of the EL food ayatem
towards sustainabilty and reasilisnce. Nevertheleas, az stated abowe, the overarching goal iz 1o make the EU
food system agroscological. Therefors, resesarch and the subssguent results (amongst which posaible new
businsassa) should align with the agroecological principles, and participats in their implementation at farm,
landzcaps, national and EU lewsla.

Ancther key slemsnt iz advics to farmera. k's important to snzurs the limitation of commercial bias inthis
senice. And that it works at enabling agroecological transition: meonitoning farms based on the principlss, and
accompanying farmers in implemanting agroecalogy.

3 . Accelerating the uptake of (new) knowledge and innovation in

agriculture, forestry and rural areas

Current A&/ interactive innovation and knowledge transfer tools

Thie EUJ promates the so-called ‘interactive innovation model’ through Horizon Europe and the Common
Agricultural Policy, built on three principles: addressing the real needs of farmers, foresters and other actors in
these sectors, and rural communities; involving parners with complementany expertise; and ensuring co-
decision and co-creation throughout projects.

Central to this is the multi-actor approach (MAA), which brings together diverse participants to co-create
knowledge and solutions tailored to practical needs, improving relevance and speeding up the uptake of
innovations.

R&l projects increasingly use living labs to apply the MAA in realHife, place-based contexts. These labs enable
user-cemerad, long-term, ransdisciplinary collaboration, addressing social, behavioral, and technical
dimensions. Likewise, EIP-AGHI operational groups are bottom-up innovation projects that unite diverse
actors to co-create practical solutions for local agricultural, forestry, and rural challenges, bridging research
and practice.
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The interactive innovation model implemented under Horizon Eurcpe and the CAP is expected to lead to
quicker and higher impacts of the investments in ressarch, innovation and knowledge exchange with the
support of the Agricuttural Knowledge and Innovation Systems [AKIS) that are set up at European and
Members States level.

In addition, the ELJ common agricultural policy (CAP) supports interactive innovation by srengthening
knowledge flows among key actors and improving advisory services. Horizon Eurcpe thematic and advisory
networks, demonstration farms, and peer-to-peer learning effectively share and adapt new practices. The EU
CAP Metwork and the national CAP Networks, play a key role in supporting these processes, in particular
through its activities on innovation, knowledge exchange and the EIP-AGRI, which supports knowledge fliows,
showcases good practices and innovative solutions, connects advisors, researchers and farmers and helps
ensure that results from EU-funded R&l and EIP-AGRI Operational Group projects are more widely
disseminated and taken up across Member States.

3.1 On the current state of play of the effectiveness of dissemination, take-up and use of Rl
results in the areas of agriculture, forestry and rural: 1o what extent do you agree with the
statements below ?

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Mo
agrea agres diaagrea disagres opiricn

Farmerz, forssters, rural actors and
related staksholdars are sufficianty
enabled to access new knowledgs and
1ake up new praciices.

Farmers, forsaters, rural actors and

related staksholders are sufficienty L o Ll 3 &
enablad 1o take up new technologies.

The communicaton and dissemination

of new knowledgs, new practices and

new technologies to farmers, forastera, T © i1 e e
rural actors and related smmksholders 12

aufficienty fast and efectva.

Affordable and comext-specific
innovations ars generated and adapted
to the nesda of farmera, forestara, rural
actora and related stakshalders.

Farmerz, forssters, rural actors and
related staksholdars have sufficient
mesnz and opportunitiss 1o test and
adopt INnnowvations.

10
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3.2 What should be further strengthened to stimulate the uptake of innovation by farmers,

foresters, rural actors, food chain operators, institutions and civil society with a view to foster the
competitiveness, sustainability and resilience of agriculture, forestry and rural areas?

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat
agres agres dizagres

The mubi-actor approach in
agncubiural, forestry and nural RE&I » o &
should be appliad mors widshy.

The muki-actor approach in

agncubural, forestry and rural R&I

should be developad and refined

further through, for instancs, the ¥ o =
greatar and more active invohwament of

actual farmers, the graater imwolvement

of agricuttural adwiacrzs, et

Caszcading grants and other
approprats maans should be wsed
more widaly 1o actively invohve farmers,
forastara and other rural actors in Ral
activities, enabling them 1o participats
directly in co-creaton, expenmantaton,
and the adaptation of iInnowations 1o
local nesds.

Living labe (co-creation) should be

uzad more widely to undarpin future

Ra&l actvitias, providing real-life testing

grounds for user-driven innosation, with w © D
the Soil Mizsion as a leading exampls

of how thiz accelerates practical,

acalable zolmions.

The widsr uptaks of rasults of EL-

funded collaboratve reasarch and

innovation actions by CAP-funded EIP- L g o
AGRI| opsrational growps should be

sxplorad.

The wider uptake of rezubs of CAP-

funded EIP-AGRI operational groupa

by EU-funded collaborative rassarch o w e
and innovation actions should bs

explored.

Within the remit of EL-4funded
collaborative ressarch and nnovation

Strongly
dizagres

No

opimion

11
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actions, sl greater attention should bs i i i 7 7
paid to dizsssmination and sxplotsation
actvties, for ingtance through the uss
of digital technologies.

The dizssminaton of A&l solutions
through on-farm demonstratons and

pasr-to-pesr actites n demo-farme (5.
g. ighthousss) should be fostarsd.

EU-fundad ressarch and innovation
actiona and CAP cperational groups
should sirengthen further their linksa
with the Agniculiural Knowledgs and
Innovation syatema, and with advisory
and Horizon thematic networks, feeding
thieir reaultz more aystemancally into
theza machanizmsa.

Tailor-mads fesdback should be
generated from R&l actvities for
pohicymaking at different levels (e.g.
local, regional, national, ELI).

Invertonas of agneouhural, forsetry and
other practices should be compilsd and
mads accessible via arttficial

intelligence tools

3.3 According to you, what else can be done o foster the upiake of innovation iin the farming,
forestry and in rural sectors?
1000 character(s) maximum

It iz important to assist stakeholders that support the agncuttural ssctor in reducing dependencies, for instance,
on chemical inputz and machinery. The distinction between commercial and non-commercial stakeholders 1=
thus relevant. Independent researchers doing rezearch for the bensfit of farmers in applying certain agronomic
practicea, developing new collaborations, ste., do not have any financial interest and should therefors be
priontzsd in public ressarch. Swdiss locking at the longer tarm should also be prorissd. Whals Lring Laba
can play a key rols in apreading knowlsdge, teeung, and allowing vanous staksholdsrs 1o mest around a sharsd
goal, the EU should coneider ways to ensurs their wiabilny m the long-run, and improve the connection between
them, and batween sustimg Living Laba and ressarch projecta. In addition to that, the development of a robuat
public advisory sarvice in each country, supported by tha EL, that weorks in implementing agroscclogy, ia
pATAMoUNT.

4 . Cooperating for R&l that fosters competitive, resilient and

sustainable agri-food systems in Europe and beyond

12
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In the endeavour of developing a new EU strategic approach fo B&l to improve the compelitiveness of
agricuiture, foresiry and rural areas, the Vision for agriculture and food emphasises the need to further
strengthen public-public and public-private R&l cooperation, and 1o pool resources, talents and research
infrastructure. The Vision also confirms that the EU will continue working with its partners and key
intemational arganisations o strengthen the implementation of iMfemationally agreed commitments and fo
increase their ambition to achieve global sustainable agn-food systems in line with Agenda 2030 and the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

4.1 To what extent should the following strengthen R&l cooperation at EL and imernational level to
deliver innovative solutions to the global challenges in agriculture, forestry and rural areas?

Strongly Samewhat Somewhat Strongly Mo
agrea agres disagres dizsagree | opinion

Fasater closar public-public cooperation

and alignment of research, innovation

and valoraation agendaa betwean the

EU on the one hand, and Membsar w © o o )
Statea and Azsociated Countries on the

other hand, for instancs through public-

public partmershipe

Faster closar public-private
collaborstion (e.g. throwgh public-
privats partnershipa). with, for inetancs,
tha business sector and philanthropic
organizations to mobiles addhionsl
resources, accalerate inmovation ] o] w B &
uptaks, and snaurs that rezsarch
outcomes ara relevant, scalabls, and
alignad with real-world needs (following
tha sxampls of tha Mission Soil and
CEE Ju)

Foster partnenng opportunities with
relevant intemational organizationa and
third countries to dalivar innovative
aclutions to global challengea

Faster collaborstion across disciplines
and seciors (e.g. One Haakth,
biceconomy, biotechmology, blus
economy) 1o align sconomic, L] i ‘s & )
envircnmental and accial goals m

different policy arsas (s.g. agri-feod,

hurnan haakh)
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4.2 Do you have other suggestions to strengthen R&l cooperation at EU and international level 1o
deliver innovative solutions to the global challenges in agriculiure, forestry and rural areas ?
1000 character{s) mammum
nhar partz of the globe are also conducting ressarch on agroecology, and are supportng e implamentation.
The R&l cooperation could aim at improving commumication and ressarch collaboration on topics related to
sustainabilty, resibence, and agroscology with regionz that have the same pedoclimatc charactenstics that
European regione, and with regions that faces cimatc stuations that the EU will probably expenence in the
future {drowght, flooding, ).

5. Thematic priorities and approaches for future Research and
Innovation (R&I)

The 2023 Agrifiessarch Conference identified key research and innovation (R&) priarities to advance
susfainable, cliimate-smarnt agriculture, forestry and rural development.

Farticipants siressed the need for B&[ fo support climate-smar, biodiversity-fnendly agrculture and resilient
forestry, highlighting prionities such as soil health, integrated resource managemesrt, resilient crops, reduced
dependence an symthetic inputs, improved animal health and data systems, and sustainable livestock
practices. They also emphasized R&l for rural oppariunities, skills, youth aftraction, and circular bio-based
systems. The need to foster new business models and value chains was highlighted as important fo increase
the attractiveness, resilience and sustainability of the sectors. Appraaches should draw on agroscology,
organic and [andscape-level methods, long-term expenmentation, living labs, and digital and data
technologies to imorove decision-making. Srengthening peer leaming, multi-actor collabaration, social
sciences infegration, new business models, and infemational cooperation is essential to ensure farmers,
foresters, and rural communities can access and apply needed knowledge and innovations.

5.1 How would you evaluate the following R&l priority areas, which emerged from the 2023
AgriResearch conference, on their relevance to strengthen the atiractiveness, competitiveness,
sustainability, resilience and faimess in agriculiure, forestry and rural areas ?

Highly Somewhst Somawhat Not Mo

ralsvant relsvant nat relevant ralevamt | opinion
Climata mitigation and adaptation w o) o o o
Biodiversity frisndly agncubure L1 ¥ ) 9 i
Sustanable managesment of land, @ i . . .
aoill, water and nutrisnts - ) ) ) )
Haakhy, austainable and reailient ™ P = = =
Cropping systamsa ) . . ) )
Sustamnable and healthy lvestock @ i . . .

aystems

14



Agroecology

Mew farming, food and bio-bazed ] ] - ) o
aystams
Rural ocpportunities Ll il ' : o
Agroscology and organic farming w e o © 8
Seocioeconomics and agnicubural =
o - # 8 4 #
policias
Suatainable and resilent forests and -
- 2 L2 o e
forastry
5 i icubturs krowled =
IJDI-}JI'III'IQ -E.QI'IGI.I urs g @ 5 o S 5
and Innovation sysiems
Digital and data technologiss ‘! : 5 L o o
Imtsrnational aspects o E ) ' o

5.2 What other thematic areas would you consider a priority to strengthen the attractiveness,
competitiveness, sustainability, resilience, fairmess in agriculture, forestry and rural areas ?
1000 character{s) maximum

Raszearch should work on finding innovative ways 1o tackle the entry barmers of the EU food aystemsz, eapecially
for young people, and for thoes who will to develop agroscology. For instance, acceas to land, access the
financial support and accsses to marketa are major bamiera. By explonng approachss for agroecological farmera
to get access 1o those elementz, ressarch will participats in atrengthaning the aftractivensass, competitivensss,
sustainabilty, reailbencs and faimess of the EU food aystem.

“Please ensure that you have not provided any information that would identify you as an individual in your
answers above. If we encounter any such information, we will immediately delete it andior your contribution.”

6 . If you wish to upload a file, please do here

6.1 upload your file here

TedrbSez-basd-4636-800e-34470519Tb66/EL_research_survey - Agroecology_Europe_comributionpdi

Contact

Contact Form
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