Agroecology

EU livestock strategy announcement “excellent first
step”, but substance urgently needed

Press Release Brussels, 23 October 2025

Agroecology Europe (AEEU) welcomes that the European Commission 2026
Work Programme will develop a livestock strategy and is today meeting the
members of the European Commission’s Livestock Workstream to present our
views on how to make the sector more sustainable, competitive, and just, in
line with our position published in June 2025.

According to the 2026 Commission work programme announced on Tuesday 21
October, the European Commission will develop a livestock strategy that “will foster
the competitiveness, resilience and sustainability of the EU livestock sector and
agri-food chain”. In its Vision on the Future of Agriculture and Food, the European
Commission recognised that the EU livestock sector requires a long-term vision
that respects the diversity and sustainability of livestock production across Europe.
The Commission says that “protecting this diversity means that there cannot be a
'one-size-fits-all' approach but rather targeted, territorial solutions for the sector’s
competitiveness and sustainability.” The Commission’s livestock strategy is meant
for publication in the second quarter of 2026 as a non-legislative document.

AEEU calls on the European Commission to make sure that the livestock strategy
in preparation will not limit discussions on livestock to a reform of the animal
welfare legislation and the potential development of a protein plan, but will
embody a holistic approach to making the livestock sector resilient and prepared
in the face of geopolitical tensions, pollution, biodiversity loss, and climate change.

Today'’s EU livestock sector faces an array of challenges that a truly comprehensive
strategy should address, such as land concentration, health and welfare issues,
workers' rights, financial speculation, livestock density, the carbon footprints of
supply chains, public nutrition, and animal diseases and zoonosis.

AEEU has been invited to the second meeting of the Livestock Workstream
addressing multiple stakeholders including the Commission. AEEU is pleased to
have been invited as this meeting is not just an opportunity to gather knowledge
on problems, but also to discuss possible solutions to be included in the upcoming



https://commission.europa.eu/publications/2026-commission-work-programme-and-annexes_en
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52025DC0075
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/committees-and-expert-groups/livestock-workstream_en

EU workstream for livestock. AEEU Policy Manager, Dr. Matteo Metta, will point to
European examples of successful agroecological practices, from agroforestry,
public procurement, agroecological veterinary advice, and grassroots labels
created to emphasize the organic and territorial dimension of animal production.

“This meeting is important because there is a growing awareness from all sides
that the current livestock system is very vulnerable — to put it mildly - but the EU
can turnto an ever-expanding base of scientific knowledge and to many tried-and-
tested agroecological practices that only need fortifying through policies and
market rules.” Dr. Metta said.

He added “We already learned from the COVID-19 crisis that the current livestock
system is close to collapse and requires a new reconfiguration or equilibrium
before it is too late.”

Dr Matteo Metta will argue that the comprehensive livestock strategy must cover
cross-cutting issues such as input dependencies and pollution but also address
issues relating to specific livestock genetic resources, including bees, while looking
for synergies towards an effective implementation of the nature restoration law,
the on-going discussions on resilience to climate change, and the future of
the younger generation. He will further advocate for a territorial livestock strategy
centred on preparedness and the health of consumers, producers, and the
environment, which needs integration into both the Common Agricultural Policy
while simultaneously ensuring fairer European and global market agreements and
a fairer income for farmers.

AEEUs position on livestock is available here: https://www.agroecology-
europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Livestock-position_ AEEU_June-2025.pdf
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