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While this feedback addresses a specific call for evidence issued by the European 
Commission on a strategy to promote generational renewal, we must not forget people 

across all generations and borders – especially the youth and women outside the EU.  

Our approach to generational renewal cannot remain rooted in European bias in the face 
of systemic injustices and oppression affecting young people and rural communities 

worldwide.  

We stand in unwavering solidarity with those striving for justice, inclusion, and ecological 
restoration everywhere. 
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1 Agroecological Generational Renewal for all: 
in honor of Agitu Ideo Gudeta 

 

Source: Team K (2020)  https://www.team-k.eu/agitu-ideo-gudeta-non-ce-piu-ce-lhanno-portata-via/  

Agitu Ideo Gudeta, an Ethiopian refugee and agroecological activist, was tragically 
murdered on December 29, 2020, in her home in Frassilongo, Trentino, Italy. She founded 
"La Capra Felice" (The Happy Goat), a goat farm dedicated to decolonial agroecology, 
employing migrants and refugees. She was 32 years old when her farming journey started 
in Italy in 2010, after fleeing Ethiopia due to political persecution related to her activism 
against land grabbing. By 2018, her herd had grown to 180 goats, producing organic dairy 
products and employing migrants and refugees. Her death was a profound loss to both the 
agroecological movement and the broader community advocating for refugee integration 
and social justice. 

For the Agroecology Europe Youth Network, Agitu’s story is emblematic of the profound 
possibilities and challenges inherent in agroecological generational renewal of European 
farming and rural life – a renewal that must be grounded not only in agroecology, but in 
social equity and decolonial justice. Her life is a call to action and a profound challenge to 
Europe’s institutions and societies. Her life and work symbolise our commitment to 
decolonial agroecology and exposes the urgent necessity to confront entrenched systems 
of racism, xenophobia, exclusion, power domination, and environmental destruction.  

Fleeing the violent land grabs in her native Ethiopia, Agitu’s journey led her to the heart of 
Europe, where she reclaimed abandoned communal land in Italy’s Valle dei Mòcheni and 
transformed it into a flourishing agroecological farm, La Capra Felice. Her work with 
indigenous goat breeds, organic production, and local employment - particularly of 
migrants and refugees - exemplifies the very essence of agroecology: a farming system that 

https://www.team-k.eu/agitu-ideo-gudeta-non-ce-piu-ce-lhanno-portata-via/
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nurtures biodiversity, revitalises ecosystems, and builds resilient rural economies rooted in 
community and solidarity. 

Yet, Agitu’s contributions transcend agriculture. As a black refugee woman in Italy, she 
confronted and resisted racism, xenophobia, and social exclusion, making the systemic 
injustices faced by many marginalized actors in rural Europe visible. Her experience reveals 
the urgent need for a generational renewal strategy that actively dismantles structural 
inequalities – whether racial, gendered, or economic – and embraces diversity as a source 
of strength and innovation. 

Agitu’s tragic death in 2020 was not only a profound loss to the agroecological movement 
but a stark reminder of the intertwined struggles for human rights, social justice, and 
environmental stewardship. To honor her memory is to commit to a future where 
agroecology is inseparable from solidarity, where land is reclaimed as a commons for 
sustainable livelihoods, and where the voices of those historically marginalized are central 
to shaping rural futures. 

 

 

There will be no generational renewal in agriculture without 
broader social justice.  

In commemorating the life and legacy of Agitu Ideo Gudeta, 
the Agroecology Europe Youth Network recognizes more than 

an agroecologist hero; we honor a courageous advocate for 
justice, inclusion, and the reclaiming of land for people and 

nature. 

 

We believe that by rooting the upcoming European Strategy promoting Generational 
Renewal in Agitu’s legacy, the European Commission DG AGRI and the whole of Europe can 
forge a path toward rural areas that are vibrant, just, and resilient - where every generation 
can thrive in harmony with nature and each other. Let her story guide us not only to rethink 
farming but to reimagine society itself.  
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2 Our Feedback to the Public Consultation 

2.1  Our overall vision 

• The European strategy promoting generational renewal shall be set firmly on a 
path grounded in European social justice and peace via diplomacy across 
borders. We stand against the ongoing EU militarization and deregulation. 
Moreover, agroecological generational renewal shall be a top EU priority now and in 
the MFF post-2027. 

• A strategic approach to generational renewal in EU agriculture and rural areas 
must go beyond young farmers or new entrants – it must transform the enabling 
environment for rural populations through place-based and agroecological lenses, 
while bridging generations, sectors, and actors at all governance levels (e.g. engage 
more with non-farming sectors and actors such as artists, artisans, educators). 

• A European strategy promoting agroecological generational renewal must be 
European in its diversity, ambition, and multi-level governance. Regions and 
local authorities shall be substantially supported and connected to act towards 
transformative and accountable programmes. Social and environmental rollbacks 
in the name of subsidiarity and nationalization must be prevented.  

• Rural youth, agri-food workers, and new entrants in agroecology – especially 
women and migrants – shall no longer be in a disadvantaged and vulnerable 
position compared to those benefitting from business-as-usual agri-food systems 
and unbalanced territorial developments. Youth-washing must not become the 
new badge for perpetuating business-as-usual policies and corporate lobby. 

• Achieving generational renewal through agroecology requires a comprehensive 
overhaul of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) at every level – from severing 
ties with the current corporate lobby influence on EU decision-making bodies to 
redefining the CAP financing, objectives, target setting, interventions, delivery, 
monitoring & evaluation, and ensuring coherent links with other EU policies.  

• Future farming, food and rural generations need to be protected from toxic 
pesticides, environmental degradation and pollution. The CAP post-2027 must be 
more coherently integrated with other EU and international policies and shall 
embrace a Farm-to-Fork and One Health approach to ensure that plants, animals, 
and humans coexist in a balanced, healthy, and synergic system. 

• Power structures, knowledge systems, and governance models need to be 
fundamentally rethought. Young people must be empowered to benefit from and 
actively shape education, research, and innovation systems in line with 
agroecological principles, with particular attention to digitalization.  

• Overall, the CAP post-2027 shall transition towards a rural-proofed Common 
Agroecological Policy for Sustainable Food Systems. The Rural Pillar of the new 
CAP should be highly integrated with inclusive, territorial development policies for 
young people and support agri-food systems that deliver public goods at farm, food 
environments, and landscape level, such as biodiversity restoration, climate action, 
healthy and organic food provision, animal welfare, plant and animal genetic 
conservation and diversity, social cohesion and quality of life. 
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2.2  Actions in the Common Agricultural Policy post-2027 

1. Generational renewal requires that the CAP post-2027 is debated and agreed in 
parallel with a strong reform of its Common Market Organization, in which unfair 
and illegal agri-food trade practices in physical and online markets are tackled 
systematically across EU. Food actors beyond the farm gates must be engaged in 
tackling the barriers faced by young people in agriculture and rural developments. 

2. The current per-hectare and coupled income payments must evolve to better 
support the compelling shift toward fairer, agroecology-driven policies that reward 
public goods and active agroecological farmers. For too long, these payments have 
been poorly designed to deliver on public goods and created inequalities especially for 
young agroecological farmers and new entrants.  

3. The targeting of CAP post-2027 direct and couple income support should be based 
on both structural criteria (such as age, gender, or farm location with natural 
constraints or environmental degradation—e.g., high soil erosion) and dynamic 
criteria (such as commitments and results in multiyear schemes). Priority must go to 
the farmers who need it most, e.g. small-medium scale, women & youth, mixed and 
agroforestry farmers, while also incentivizing measurable environmental performance. 

4. An effective capping and redistribution system of CAP interventions shall become 
mandatory across all Member States. Young farmers shall not be exempted by 
capping and redistributive tools if they are among the largest CAP beneficiaries or 
receive total payments above the regional averages due to their high capital 
accumulation (e.g. land, livestock, credit). Capping and redistribution shall be duly 
monitored via the setting up of a unique beneficiary code for all CAP interventions.  

5. The EU rural development policy needs a substantial increase of its financial 
envelope compared to the past, and a stronger integration with other EU policies, 
including more consistency with CAP direct payments. More investments are 
needed to modernise the decentralized delivery system and provide efficient 
regional/local support to young people or youth-led organizations through 
cooperation measures, productive and non-productive investments, multiannual agri-
environmental-climate payments, agroecological farm advisory services and 
innovation support, especially peer-to-peer networking, rural housing, and much more.  

6. The EU and MS can establish or expand farm relief and replacement services for 
time off (e.g. financial compensation or facilitating the provision of trained personnel 
to temporarily manage farms during holidays, illness, maternity/paternity leave). 
Limited access to holidays and time off among farmers and agricultural workers, 
especially in labor-intensive and diversified sectors like agroecological livestock or 
mixed farming, is a key barrier to generational renewal. It contributes to burnout, 
discourages young entrants, and reduces quality of life. The new CAP can introduce a 
“Wellbeing in Farming” grant for young, agroecological, mixed, small-scale and women 
farmers. The CAP post-2027 can also support the creation of shared labor cooperatives 
or worker-sharing networks like the GAEC (Groupement Agricole d'Exploitation en 
Commun) in France.  

7. Administrative burden for all beneficiaries must be reduced via higher and better 
investments by the Commission and Member States into public e-government 



8 

systems and independent farm advisors, while maintaining high the level of 
compliance to agreed public rules and standards. 

8. The strategy shall set up, monitoring and support concrete CAP post-2027 targets 
for EIP-AGRI initiatives dedicated to agroecological generational renewal, including 
at least 300 agroecological operational groups along the whole programme period, 5 
annual focus groups, 3 thematic networks, 20 multi-actor projects, 30 workshops and 
seminars, and the establishment of 3 EU-wide innovation support services to 
accelerate knowledge co-creation, intergenerational exchange, and the agroecological 
transition in farming and rural areas. 

9. Eligibility criteria across all CAP interventions – including sectoral programmes and 
LEADER – shall become more inclusive and supportive towards youth and queer 
rural communities, as well as small-medium scale farms and cooperatives, 
especially those engaged in mixed farming, organic farming, animal welfare, 
integrated pest management, and other rural gainful activities directly related to the 
farm (e.g. food processing, direct selling, social farming, agritourism). 

10. The CAP post-2027 shall include a deep reform of its sectoral programmes at EU 
level, ensuring that youths, migrants, women engaged in organic, mixed and social 
farming are targeted via more inclusive operational programmes across Member 
States (e.g. small-scale producer organizations). Overall, their position along with the 
supply chain needs to be strengthened. To accommodate the reality of agroecology, 
CAP post-2027 shall allow the design and funding of multi-sectoral programmes, and 
not only of single sectors (e.g. wine, honey, etc.).  

11. The CAP post-2027 Performance Monitoring and Evaluation framework (PMEF) 
shall set up and monitor a set of agroecological performance indicators (to be 
grouped in a European Agroecology Index). This index shall be based on existing 
indicators measuring the overall CAP progress towards key agroecological principles 
and targets at levels of parcels, farms, agri-food systems, and rural areas, including 
generational renewal. To avoid CAP greenwashing and fairwashing, single or proxy agri-
environmental indicators such as soil organic matter or crop rotations need to be 
monitored and assessed holistically with other agroecology and farm-to-fork targets, 
such as emission reductions from agriculture, water quality, pesticide reduction, 
farmland bird index, and other socio-economic indicators (e.g. other gainful activities 
related to the farm). 

12. Overall, the new PMEF shall reflect higher CAP integration with other policies, 
precise corrective and steering capacity, openness and transparency, making the 
best use of public remote sensing and other advancements in digitalization, data and 
e-governance systems.  

13. Agricultural data systems at EU, national, and regional levels - such as SFC tables, 
CATS data, and PMEF reporting – shall comply with Directive (EU) 2019/1024 on 
open data and the reuse of public sector information. These systems lack 
interoperability, transparency, and accessible formats, undermining youth 
engagement and fair policy advocacy in food and agriculture. We urge the European 
Commission to enforce alignment of all agricultural data infrastructures with the 
directive’s requirements for openness, machine-readability, and interoperability, in line 
with the European Interoperability Framework. Strengthening data transparency is 
essential for inclusive, democratic policymaking in the EU. 
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14. To reflect a higher and continued commitment towards generational renewal, the 
CAP shall dedicate the fourth edition of its Agricultural and Rural Inspiration 
Awards (ARIA) to the theme of “agroecological transition”, focusing on  the 
importance of the “intergenerational transmission of rural resilience ingredients”, such 
as collective intelligence; shared equipment and seeds; protection of natural resources; 
access to land; accessible rural housing; upgraded facilities for education; research and 
responsible innovations; or effective governance arrangements that form the bases of 
healthy food provision, pollinators, rural revitalization, gender equality, nature 
restoration, animal welfare and organic farming. 

2.3 Actions in other EU and national policies 

15. Facilitate access to land and agroecological land use by implementing land 
mobility programs prioritizing young farmers and offering long-term leases or 
preferential land purchases. 

16. Mobilize multiple EU and national funds to significantly improve rural housing 
conditions, affordability, and connectivity, ensuring dignified, affordable, and 
climate-resilient living spaces as a cornerstone of generational renewal in rural areas. 

17. Strengthen the overall offer and access to high-quality, agroecological education, 
farm advisory, research & innovation support, and peer-to-peer networking, 
especially for young farmers, new entrants, and women – either as individuals or youth-
led organisations.  Spanning from existing bachelor’s and master’s degrees, summer 
schools, vocational training, and short courses, the EU shall expand its limited offer to 
agroecological capacity building programmes, such as: 

o Master in Agroecology – ULB (Université libre de Bruxelles) 

o NMBU (Norway) & ISARA (France) Joint MSc in Agroecology 

o SLU (Sweden) Master’s in Agroecology – MSc in Agricultural Science 

o European Inter‑University Master’s in Agroecology (University of Liège, ULB 
Brussels, AgroParisTech/Paris‑Saclay) 

o MAFS, University of Gastronomic Sciences Pollenzo IT (also diretly link at 
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/study-train/study-programme-der/ 

o ISARA Agroecology Summer School, Lyon; and so forth.  

18. Empower youth and young farmers to benefit from and help steer the 
digitalisation of agriculture in line with agroecological principles (Dauby, 2024). 
Ensure that both private and public digital innovations – such as AI data centers in 
drought-prone rural areas – are integrated into territorial development and guided by 
effective, participatory, and evidence-based assessments, with particular attention to 
ethics, equity, biodiversity, and access to natural resources (e.g., water, land). 

19. Mainstream agroecology curricula into formal education and vocational training 
programs across the Member States and age class. Provide continuous professional 
development and mentorship programs to facilitate agroecology knowledge transfer 
between older and younger farmers.  

20. Create the first Joint Agroecology Erasmus Mundus Programme, fully dedicated 
and built on existing agroecology science, practices, and networks.  

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/networking/about-networking/agricultural-and-rural-inspiration-awards_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/networking/about-networking/agricultural-and-rural-inspiration-awards_en
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21. Boost the means and powers of the European public observatory on land and other 
natural resources (e.g. water quality and abstraction, soil fertility). 

22. Establish peripherical resource hubs where farmers can access and share seeds, 
machinery, land, knowledge products, and other agri-food assets. Stimulate 
national reforms that help the monitoring and regulation of land markets to prevent 
speculations and inequalities. 

23.  Enhance financial support, by developing youth-focused financial products, such as 
micro-loans, start-up grants, and low-interest credit. Offer financial incentives for rural 
business and non-profit organizations, especially in the field of arts and civic 
engagement, as well as farmers producing agroecological products and contributing 
to community well-being. 

24. Improve rural Infrastructure, by investing in rural assets and enhancing 
infrastructure such as roads, broadband internet, and healthcare to make living in the 
countryside and farming more attractive to young people. Expand affordable housing 
programs specifically designed for young farmers. 

25. Promote consumer awareness, by implementing campaigns to raise awareness 
among consumers about the benefits of agroecological farming and sustainable food 
systems, highlighting the health, environmental, and community benefits. 

26. Public organic procurement, bio-districts, and social farming initiatives shall be 
encouraged at municipality, regional and national levels.   
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3 Our feedback grounded in the Agroecology 
Europe’s Youth Network  

The Agroecology Europe Youth Network (AEEUYN) is a dynamic collective of young people 
committed to the transformation of European food systems through the principles of 
agroecology established in 2018. 

With almost 400 members spanning diverse countries, backgrounds, and expertise, the 
network actively engages in fostering sustainable agricultural practices, food sovereignty, 
and rural development. The Youth Network’s mission is to empower youth by giving them 
a platform to express their voices and steer policies, science, practices and movements of 
rural areas across Europe towards the agroecology principles enshrined in FAO (2018) and 
the High-Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World 
Food Security (2019). 

Figure 1 Our understanding of agroecology based on FAO (2018) and the HLPE (2019) 

 

Agroecology Europe is applying a bottom-up approach in its consultation and decision-
making process. At the core of AEEU YN’s vision is the desire to break away from the 
dominant, unsustainable agri-food systems. The network works towards this goal by 
promoting a paradigm shift in food production that is socially inclusive, environmentally 
regenerative, and economically equitable. The network’s activities focus on several key 
areas: 

• Youth Participation and Advocacy: AEEU YN amplifies youth voices in European 
agricultural policy by engaging in EU policy exchanges, contributing to Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP) discussions, and advocating for youth representation in 
policy processes. 
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• Mapping and Knowledge Exchange: The network mapped agroecology initiatives 
across Europe, connecting young innovators, sharing practices, and identifying 
challenges and opportunities. 

• Youth Manifesto and Participatory Workshops: In 2021, AEEU YN co-created a 
Youth Manifesto for Agroecology, articulating young people’s visions for sustainable 
farming. 8 Participatory workshops focus on issues like land access and generational 
renewal in farming, gathering insights from young agroecologists. 

• Youth Forums and Collaboration: AEEU YN hosts European Youth Forums, 
fostering collaboration and co-creating solutions to key agricultural challenges. 

• Resource Sharing: The network provides members with resources like job offers, 
training, and webinars, supporting professional growth in agroecology. 

In addition to these activities, the network continues to advocate for stronger collaboration 
with other international movements and organizations to achieve a holistic and systemic 
transformation of European agriculture and food systems. As it moves forward, the AEEU 
YN remains committed to integrating youth voices into policymaking, building more 
resilient rural communities, and ensuring that agroecology becomes the cornerstone of 
Europe's sustainable agricultural future.  
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