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Words from the President

What a year it has been!

We began 2024 with renewed energy following the inspiring 2023 Agroecology Europe Forum in
Cyongos, Hungary. Over the course of the year, we have been actively involved in a range of
meaningful activities - many of which are highlighted in this report.

It's truly encouraging to witness the growing engagement within our Working Groups - Youth
Network, Gender and Intersectionality, and Biodiversity. These vibrant exchanges are producing
tangible, co-created outputs that continue to strengthen our Association’s foundation and impact.

This year also brought some bittersweet changes. We bid farewell to our dear colleagues, Elena
Ambuhl and Boglarka Bozsogi. While they are moving on from the organisation, they remain
dedicated advocates of the agroecology movement, and we look forward to future opportunities to
collaborate with them in their new capacities.

Our Board Members have been active in various Expert Groups, consistently representing
Agroecology Europe and advancing agroecological perspectives across education, practice, policy,
and research. A particular highlight was our involvement in the Strategic Dialogue for the Future
of Food and Agriculture. It was an honour to participate alongside representatives of 29
organisations and, thanks to the team’s tireless work over the summer, we proudly succeeded in

- our guiding mission in action.
Looking ahead, 2025 promises to be just as dynamic. We're excited to welcome new team
members, continue our participation in the European Board of Agriculture and Food (EBAF), and
- most excitingly - host our next Agroecology Europe Forum 2025 in Malmé this 2-4 October.

We hope to see many of you there!
May we continue sowing the seeds of agroecology and joyfully reap its abundant harvests.
Warm regards,

Lili Balogh




Message from AEEU Working Groups (WGs)

Biodiversity WG

In 2024, the Biodiversity Working Group was
reactivated to bring together collective
knowledge and energy around agrobiodiversity.
My inclusion into the Thematic Group on
biodiversity of the EU CAP Network, triggered
its renewal. The Biodiversity Working Group
serves to inspire and educate its members and
acts as a pool of expertise to respond to any
emerging qguestions related to agriculture and
biodiversity. One of our key activities this year has
been the development of a position paper on
livestock and biodiversity. Livestock plays a
critical role in the sustainability of food systems,
and this work aims to spark thoughtful dialogue
on how we can move toward more biodiversity-
friendly practices such as raising animals on
rangelands and reducing dependency on feed
Crops.

As we look ahead to 2025, we're excited to
continue these meaningful discussions, publish
our position paper, and keep the momentum
going. We hope this working group will continue
to reflect, respond, and advocate for more
integrated, nature-positive approaches where
food and farming coexist in harmony with
nature and its forces

- Ole Osterman

Gender & Intersectionalityy WG

The Gender and Intersectionality Working
Group made major strides in deepening the
conversation around equity in agroecology in
2024 holding a landmark workshop on
Exploring Feminism in Agroecology as well
as contributing to a broader understanding of
gender and intersectionality through a report
that emphasized both current research and
the need for greater recognition in this space.
We hosted a dynamic series of ten meetings
focused on deepening understanding and
advancing action on gender justice within
agroecology. The group also welcomed expert
speakers who brought valuable insights on
empowerment, feminist tools for change, and
inclusive practice.

Looking ahead to 2025, we are excited to build
on this momentum, especially around the
implementation of our newly developed
position on gender and intersectionality,
pending board approval. We also look forward
to further engaging further through our new
Code of Conduct and safe workplace
documents and continuing to elevate
intersectional voices within the agroecological
movement.

- Jessica Donham

Agroecology Europe Youth
Network

Over the past years, the AEEU Youth Network
has increasingly proven to be a powerful
platform capable of representing the voices of
young agroecologists at local, national, and
international levels.

One of the most significant recognitions in
terms of advocacy was undoubtedly our
invitation to participate in the Youth Policy
Dialogue with Christophe Hansen at the
European Commission, a key moment that
highlighted the growing relevance of youth
voices in policy spaces.

Yet, for me personally, the greatest satisfaction
comes from the messages | receive from
members who share how the Youth Network
has become a vital space for them, a place
where they can find belonging, build
collective action, and pursue initiatives that
would not have been possible without a strong
and supportive community.

| am truly grateful for the opportunity to
coordinate this group and to witness the
energy, ideas, and solidarity it continues to
generate.

- Cristina Laurenti
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1. Year in Review 2024




Agroecology is profitable, sustainable, just, and delivers on future-proof food system transformation,
recognised by ever more political stakeholders; yet misleading counternarratives remain.

The year 2024 marked a pivotal moment for agroecology
and resilient food systems in Europe, as farmers,
policymakers, scientists, and activists struggled with
urgent challenges, from climate change and biodiversity
loss to economic pressures on small-scale food
producers. Amidst growing environmental challenges,
policy shifts widespread farmer protests, contentious
policy debates, and growing corporate influence over
agricultural systems, Agroecology Europe (AEEU)
emerged as a leading voice advocating for a just and
ecological transition in food and farming.

This Activity Report captures the key developments,
struggles, and achievements of 2024, showcasing how
agroecology gained momentum as a science-based,
socially equitable, and ecologically regenerative
alternative to industrial agriculture. From high-level
policy engagements, such as the EU’s Strategic
Dialogue on the Future of Agriculture to grassroots
initiatives empowering young farmers and preserving
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traditional knowledge, we worked tirelessly to bridge the
gap between movement, science, and policy.

We aim to provide a clear understanding of the progress
made in 2024 and the opportunities that lie ahead, as
agroecology moves from the margins to the mainstream.

A year of
both progress and
resistance




1.1 Political Landscape & Policy Shifts

AEEU is commitment to holding leaders accountable and ensuring agroecology remains a priority in policy
discussions, urging newly elected MEPs to prioritize science-based policies that tackle the root causes of these
crises.

2024 European elections Strategic Dialogue on the Future of EU Agriculture
reshaped power dynamics

After seven months of intense discussions, the N
Strategic Dialogue report was delivered to President A
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2024 we were invited to join the European Board on
Agriculture and Food (EBAF), a continuation of the ' [
SD - the participants of SD and newcomers to join
and participate in a group that would address key
agricultural topics. The goal is to find consensus

amongst key stakeholders on EU issues (e.g. the CAP
reform, livestock, etc.).

Europe needs a global, united
vision and must work “united
in diversity” while respecting

the rule of law and democratic
processes.

*



https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/overview-vision-agriculture-food/main-initiatives-strategic-dialogue-future-eu-agriculture_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/committees-and-expert-groups/ebaf_en#meetings
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/committees-and-expert-groups/ebaf_en#meetings

1.2 Fighting for a Just Transition in Agriculture

Farmers' Protests & the Fight for a Fair Farming Without Harming: A Call for

CAP Resilient Agriculture

Wl z e EU withdrew its Sustainable Use Regulation (SUR), a major
setback.

AEEU advocated to:

* Better implement
pesticide legislation and
answer to citizens'’

Friends of J
the Earth ,  ©C
lon Europe groecology

demands FARMING WITHOUT HARMING:
. POLICY ACTION FOR
* Support farmers in the
transition RESILIENT AGRICULTURE )
.. . ¥
Farmers across Europe protested rising costs and bureaucratic «  Fund small, radical, 4
. . . . . . 4 policy recommendations
burdens, leading to rollbacks in CAP environmental standards. pioneering projects ¢ S HLiGEIaH Presiaercy

of the Council of the
European Union

Agroecology Europe was at the Heart of CAP Discussions.
actively contributing to two newly launched Thematic Groups

by the EU CAP Network.

« Enhancing Biodiversity on Farmland for Improved Resilience %

* |Invest across the food
system

« Gen Z: Leading Generational Renewal in Farming

*


https://www.agroecology-europe.org/farming-without-harming-policy-action-for-resilient-agriculture/

1.3 Transforming European Food Systems with .

Agroforestry

The AGROMIX Project launched its white paper “Transforming European Food Systems with Agroforestry”
through Agromix Policy Summit, reaching more than 120 people.

Endorsed by CIFOR-ICRAF (World Agroforestry), MIXED, EARA (European Alliance for Regenerative Agriculture), Agroecology Coalition,
TP Organics, and Agroecology Europe

Called for 20% of EU farmland under agroforestry by 2040, with 5 key gl .
policy actions to get there. alie,
a-gromix

A consistent classification of agroforestry land across the EU.

Financial incentives for farmers embracing agroforestry.

Mainstreaming agroforestry within CAP and EU policies.

Integration of agroforestry products into diverse markets.

Transforming European Food /
Systems with Agroforestry

Training & advisory services for farmers and policymakers.

Click Here to read %‘)

*



https://agromixproject.eu/events/agromix-policy-summit/
https://agromixproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/AGROMIX-WHITE-PAPER-24102024.pdf

1.4 Project Updates
Path2DEA: digitalisation and agroecology

Agroecology Europe continued its strong involvement in the Path2DEA project. Through

this project, Agroecology Europe strengthened its knowledge on digitalisation and
agroecology.

By working on a tool to assess the contribution of digital tools to agroecology

- Does a tool support the realisation of the 13 principes?
- Does the tool comply with agroecological principes and values?

By preparing a workshop on barriers and challenges for

digitalisation in agroecology, that will take place at the SIVAL 2025, in

Angers.

Vincent Dauby, Agroecology Europe Research Officer, published an article on the
FAO Agroecology Knowledge Hub on that matter:
Let's agroecologize digitalisation!

It paved the way for a future position paper on digitalisation and agroecology.

*
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https://www.fao.org/agroecology/database/detail/en/c/1709301/
https://www.path2dea.eu/index.html

AE4EU follow up: Third
volume of agroecology
initiatives in Europe

Agroecology Europe and ISARA continued the
work on preparing the third report on
agroecology initiatives in different European
countries. This third report will present initiatives
in Belgium, Czech Republica, Latvia,
Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, Serbia, Slovakia,
and Switzerland.

We have already published Volume 1and Volume

2 on Mapping of Agroecology initiatives across
Europe.

. # AE4EU
:|W‘ AGROECOLOEY FOR EUROPE

*

SOLO: Agroecology
Europe coordinates
Think Tanks

Agroecology Europe continued to play a
coordinating role of two think tanks in the

Agroecology coordinated a think tank on carbon in
soils, alongside NBMU. Agroecology Europe
coordinated a think tank on the EU global impact on
soil, alongside the University of Antwerp. It worked
with the engaged stakeholders in identifying
bottleneck and knowledge gaps in scientific
knowledge related to those two topics.

@0
SOLO
90



https://soils4europe.eu/
https://soils4europe.eu/
https://www.ae4eu.eu/
https://soils4europe.eu/

HuMUS' final year: Results
and dissemination

Over the past three years, the HUMUS project has
been dedicated to caring for soils across Europe,
promoting sustainable soil management
through local action and cooperation.

Agroecology Europe is in charge of the project’s
communication and dissemination efforts,
through e.g. social media presence, newsletters,
webinars and event organization. 2025 is the final
year of the project, which will feature a final
conference in Brussels in Fall 2025.

/4

HuMUS

Healthy Municipal Soils

*

URBANE: Linking One
Health and Agroecology

URBANE explores the links between farming
practices and health, as it applies a One Health
approach for tackling issues related to the
application & intensification of peri-urban
agriculture and the health of animals, humans
and the ecosystem as a whole.

URBANE supports the idea that other than
sustainability, applied agroecology allows for
achievement of better health of humans, animals
and the ecosystem in general by promoting
improvements in their physical and psycho-
emotional states.

uroane



https://www.humus-project.eu/event/webinar-humus-healthy-soil-stories-results-from-the-ground/
https://urbane-project.eu/wp-urbane/

1.5 Advancing Gender Equity & Youth Leadership

We're not just the future; we're shaping policy today. — Cristina Laurenti, AEEU Youth Network Coordinator

Youth from Farm to Policy Table Feminism in Farming: Closing the Data Gap

AEEU organized two participatory workshops for the Based on the Report of the Gender and Intersectionality
youth in Serbia and Portugal

Working Group of AEEU,

European agriculture lacks feminist
and Indigenous perspectives in
both science and policymaking

First-Ever EU Youth Policy Dialogue (Dec 11, Brussels) Key Points:
AEEU's Youth Network brought frontline perspectives to * Women's participation in farming is
Commissioner Christophe Hansen, demanding: rising, especially in sustainable THE POLICY MAKER
« Land access for young farmers practices (organic/agroecology)
« Agroecology training programs * Yet critical gaps remain:
* Anend 'to "'youthwashing“ token participation without . No systemnatic tracking of wormen's ‘vx%}?//
real policy influence roles S
*  Minimal recognition of care work &
Generational Renewal is a call for “joyous knowledge diversity
reVOIution n. THE FARMER THE ACTIVIST

- lIrene Katsaros, AEEUYN

Full Report ﬁ@

*



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/report-of-the-gender-and-intersectionality-working-group/

1.6 Youth Network and Engagement

In 2024, the
expanded to over 300 members across
Europe, amplifying youth voices in agroecology. The
network actively participated in the first European
Commission’s Youth Policy Dialogue, contributing to
discussions on generational renewal in agriculture.

As the EU prepares its 2025 strategy on
generational renewal, AEEUYN is committed to
continued engagement, ensuring that young
agroecologists play a pivotal role in shaping
sustainable food systems.



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/youth-voices-for-an-agroecological-future-the-agroecology-europe-youth-network-at-the-european-commission/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/youth-voices-for-an-agroecological-future-the-agroecology-europe-youth-network-at-the-european-commission/

1.7 Science for Change: Tools & Evidence Driving

Agroecology Forward

OASIS Goes Multilingual:
Measuring Agroecology’s
Progress

IL SISTEMA DI INDICATORI

OASIS

JEDINSTVENI SISTEM INDI
AGROEKOLOSK
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In 2024, we expanded access to our
Original Agroecological Survey and
Indicator System (OASIS), now
available in:

6B English | Fr French | nL Dutch | 1T
[talian | rs Serbian

OASIS helps prove what we've
known for generations,

agroecology works.
- Karla Skorjanc, OASIS Co-Author

Explore more @

¢ Hn N

Agroecology isn't just
sustainable, it's economically
viable

The socio-economic performance of
agroecology. Areview

Download POF & @ You have full access to this open access article

loanna i £, Alexander Wezel, Kintan Kamilia, Angelica Marchetti, Maria Luisa Paracchini &
Paolo Barberi

In the majority of cases, we
identified favourable outcomes on
income, productivity and efficiency.
However, challenges remain
regarding labour requirements
and costs, calling for appropriate
policies to support agroecological
endeavours.

— loanna Mouratiadou
Lead Author

Read the Article

Agroecology for Europe Hub:
Connecting the Movement

AGROECOLOGY
FOR EUROPE HUB o6 ‘seaRcH som

TOGETHER NOW

Join the community
|Agroecolagy for Europe

Launched under the AE4EU Horizon
Project, this interactive platform:

? Maps 500+ initiatives (farms, labs,
schools) by category:

& Science

 Practice

@ Movement

W Education

Living Labs

Explore the hub:"@



https://www.agroecology-europe-hub.org/en/home
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13593-024-00945-9
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/oasis-brochure/

2. Strengthening Our Foundations

Born in 2016, Agroecology Europe now has 9 years of history in promoting agroecology and
connecting agroecological stakeholders in Europe.

Stay tuned for our 10th anniversary in 2026!
Let's celebrate agroecology together!




2.1 A Vision for the Future

At an in-person Board meeting in Brussels in June, Staff and Board members worked together in a facilitated
discussion to identify our success and challenges, outline a strategic vision for the next five years, and pinpoint top
priorities:

Our Top priorities for the next 5 years Building more synergies with our members

Expand member

Maintain and increase Increase Increase interaction diversity across
- ourcredibility and membership to 300- and engagement regions,
visibility to policymakers 500 by 2030 among members. demographics, and

professions

* Direct outreach « Members meetings - Monitoring
* Renew old « Workina aroups Targeted outreach
:€ Ensure long-term memberships < IOl Rely on local
. * Youth Network
financial stability = ) partners
SIS . » Direct
- Snowball recruitment communications

- General Assembly

Build network with
stakeholders and
interaction with
members

*




2.2 From Individual to Institutional Membership

It's great to see more universities and research institutes joining AEEU, making our community stronger.

WELCOME to our new members from 2024 and THANK YOU to the members that renewed their membership,
strengthening their relationship with Agroecology Europe!

,s

wm —~ é ~
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W AGROECOLOGY - p
S o @ PN
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A y S EAE Deatal organica “~_J
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AND AGRONOMY o REserva k"‘n
PRODUCTION o TN MILJOMATEMATIK

§ ? RHEA A A
verde — NATURAL RESOURCES, RED TERRAE - "'  ‘
el ' e g//l i . / HumAN ENVIRONMENT _ . 'l:: | J
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£ Z5 % Universita di Scienze —
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*~ AGROECOLOGIA
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https://www.trocaire.org/

2.3 Members Spotlight

We interviewed our educational and institutional members for this activity report.

Could you tell us about ISARA's key contributions to
agroecology that you're particularly proud of?

First, our focus on agroecology and sustainable food
systems as a core research topic since 2009. That was a
pivotal moment because, being a relatively small
institution, we wanted to specialize and establish a clear
identity. This focus on agroecology and sustainable food
systems became our defining feature.

Secondly our international master’s program in
agroecology, which started in 2007, one of the first of its
kind in Europe. We worked alongside institutions like
NMBU, which also specialize in agroecology, and this
helped us gain international visibility and attract students
from around the world. Well, one thing worth mentioning
is the first Agroecology Forum in 2017. Even though we
weren't yet official members at the time, the decision to
host the event was a significant one. It reflected the
institution’s willingness to embrace agroecology, a stance
that many other universities or French engineering
schools might not have taken so easily.

Apart from education, our research has played a
significant role in shaping the field. We've also contributed
to defining agroecology and its elements, which has
been cited nearly 800 times in web of science.

Development of the concept of agroecological
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territories, large-scale reviews on the socio-economic
performance of agroecology and supporting EU
partnership through Horizon 2020 project are major
highlights.

What inspired ISARA to specialize in agroecology
initially?

It grew out of our work in organic agriculture. We saw
agroecology as a broader, more inclusive approach. Our
general director and leadership wanted to position ISARA
as a pioneer in this field, both in research and education. It
was also about taking a stand, many institutions in France
avoid the term ‘agroecology’ because it's seen as too
political, but we embraced it.

ISARA has been a member of Agroecology Europe for a
few years now. What were the main reasons for
joining?

Being a member of Agroecology Europe fits well with our
goals, whether through direct involvement or simply
staying informed. There were two major reasons. First, we
wanted to connect with a broader European network
and stay updated on agroecology developments outside
France. Second, we've had a strong focus on agroecology
and sustainable food systems since 2009, so joining
Agroecology Europe was a natural step as most of our
projects are oriented toward this field.

ISARAN

AGRO SCHOOL FOR LIFE

[+

Lyon, France

<

Alexander Wezel
Head of Research and
Professor for
Agroecology and
Landscape Ecology at
ISARA, Lyon
Vice-President, AEEU


https://isara.fr/

Since joining, what benefits has ISARA
experienced as a member of Agroecology Europe?

One major benefit is visibility. We've been involved in
EU research projects where Agroecology Europe was
a partner, and vice versa. We've also had interns and
students participate in forums and events organized
by AEEU.

As an educational and research institution, what
role do you think ISARA and similar organizations
play in transforming food systems?

Institutions like ISARA can drive change by
positioning themselves clearly. We train students
who go on to work in agroecology, conduct research
that influences policy, and collaborate with farmers
and stakeholder beyond education.

By conducting studies on agroecological practices
and their impact, we provide evidence that can
inform policy and decision-making. While we may
be a small institution, we can still contribute to the
global agroecology movement.

Over time, our research and publications have helped
bring more attention to agroecology, making it a
more recognized and respected field. It's not just
about producing knowledge; it's about creating a
movement. Even small actions, like hosting the first

Agroecology Europe Forum in 2017, contribute to this.

What do you think other institutions are missing

o

v

in this space?

Many lack the institutional commitment.
Agroecology is still seen as a niche or risky because it
challenges conventional agriculture. But the
momentum is growing, more universities are
focusing their work on Agroecology, and the demand
for agroecological solutions is increasing.

From your perspective, what should Agroecology
Europe focus on in the coming years?

One key goal should be strengthening the
movement and increasing its visibility and
engagement, especially with young people and
among consumers. We also need to strengthen
collaborations beyond Europe, like with the Latin
American Society for Agroecology. The focus should
remain on Europe, but we can welcome members
and ideas from everywhere.

ISARAN

AGRO SCHOOL FOR LIFE

Agroecology is
still seen as a
niche or risky

because it
challenges
conventional
agriculture.

Head of Research and
Professor for
Agroecology and
Landscape Ecology at
ISARA, Lyon
Vice-President, AEEU



https://isara.fr/en/research/research-units/agroecology-environment/alexander-wezel/

2.3 Members Spotlight

To begin, could you tell us a bit about Harper Adams
University?

Harper Adams is a specialist agricultural university,
established in 1901. Over the years, we have expanded our
focus to include plant-based and agroecological studies.
We are a rural university with our own farm, which serves as
a hub for research, teaching, and commercial agricultural
practices. Our regenerative farm integrates agroecological
principles while maintaining commercial viability, making it
an exciting and innovative space for students and
researchers.

How has agroecology developed within your institution
over the years?

We have been working in agroecology for many years,
particularly in conservation entomology and sustainable
grazing systems. However, these efforts were somewhat
fragmented. To bring everything together, we created the
Agroecology for Sustainable Food Systems research group
about 18 months ago. This group unites researchers across
disciplines, including those working on food waste,
community food initiatives, and wider food system
challenges. On the teaching side, our MSc in Agroecology
has been running for about six to seven years. | currently
manage the educational program. We are in the process of
revalidating the course, incorporating cutting-edge
innovations such as robotics, Al, and autonomous systems
to support agroecological approaches.

Our Centre for Evidence-Based Agriculture (CEBA) has also
been operational for 12 years, playing a critical role in
supporting research and policy development in
agroecology.

v

Can you highlight some of the agroecological projects at
Harper Adams that you are particularly proud of?

One of our most exciting projects is our paludiculture site,
where we have rewet a portion of our farm to study the
environmental and commercial impacts of wetland farming.
This initiative is both a research and demonstration project,
addressing carbon sequestration and economic viability. The
UK government is particularly interested in this type of
research as they explore strategies for rewetting farmland.
We also work extensively with autonomous agricultural
machinery. We are developing unmanned vehicles for strip
cropping, where traditional farm machinery would be too
large or inefficient. By using lightweight, autonomous
vehicles, we can maintain narrow one-meter-wide strips,
enhancing edge effects and biodiversity while improving
efficiency. Another long-term project is our Tl-year study on
tillage and controlled traffic farming. We've observed that
while reduced tillage initially lowers crop yields, by year six to
eight, those issues resolve, with no negative yield impact.
Meanwhile, controlled traffic farming consistently produces
higher yields, reinforcing its value in agroecological systems.

What would you say is Harper Adams' niche within the
field of agroecology?

Our strength is applied research with strong farmer
networks. For example, we design vegetative strips using
plant traits to support pollinators, soil health, and water
protection, all while assessing tradeoffs. The goal is
economically viable systems that align with agroecological
principles. We're also expanding work in Africa, adapting
these approaches globally.

Harper Adams
University

Newport, England

Nicola Randall

BSc (Hons) PhD CertTHE
Professor of Evidence
Synthesis and
Agroecology

Harper Adams University



https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/

Your university recently joined Agroecology Europe. What were the
main motivations behind this decision?

We had been considering joining for a couple of years. Agroecology has
always been embedded in our work, but we hadn't explicitly acknowledged
it under that name. Many of our researchers and educators were already
working on agroecology-related projects without framing them as such.
Joining Agroecology Europe is part of our effort to formally recognize and
centralize agroecology within our institution. The association brings
together like-minded institutions, and we saw it as an opportunity to
strengthen our connections and collaborations.

What are you looking forward to gaining from your membership in
Agroecology Europe?

Networking is a significant aspect. Being based in the UK, we face some
limitations in accessing EU agroecology research funding, but we still aim to
collaborate with European partners through programs like Horizon
Europe. Our goal is to build stronger agroecological collaborations and
contribute to research projects. We believe our university and research farm
have a lot to offer. While some funding opportunities are not available to UK
institutions, we remain committed to working with European and global
partners to advance agroecological research and practice.

As a UK institution post-Brexit, how does membership in Agroecology
Europe impact your work, especially with EU funding limitations?
We're still eligible for Horizon Europe projects, but some specific
agroecology funding calls exclude UK partners. It's a gap, but we're focused
on building collaborations regardless. Our farm’s applied research, like strip
cropping and rewetting while offering tangible insights for European
partners, even if direct funding isn't always possible.

What role do institutions like Harper Adams play in transforming the
food system?
Universities must be at the forefront of agroecological innovation. We

o
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need to work closely with farmers to ensure that research addresses their
real-world challenges. Too often, agroecology is perceived as a return to
traditional farming, but we see it to move forward by integrating new
technologies and approaches.

Our research focuses on maximizing ecosystem services while maintaining
economic viability. For example, we explore how to use less land more
efficiently by incorporating diverse cropping systems, supporting
pollinators, and enhancing soil health. The key challenge is balancing
agroecological principles with financial sustainability, ensuring farmers
can adopt these practices without economic hardship.

Looking ahead, we plan to expand our international collaborations, further
develop our agroecology programs, and support more PhD students in this
field.

Finally, what do you think should be the focus of Agroecology Europe in
the coming years?

Acting as a hub to connect people and drive progress, Agroecology
Europe can facilitating knowledge exchange, especially between
researchers and farmers, and advocating for funding to keep agroecology
moving forward.

It's crucial to maintain an inclusive approach, ensuring that institutions of all
sizes can engage and collaborate.

We joined as a trial to see whether Agroecology Europe would be a valuable
platform for networking and involvement, and so far, it has been promising.
Moving forward, | hope it continues to foster strong collaborations and
drive agroecological advancements across Europe and beyond.

@

Harper Adams
University

BSc (Hons) PhD CertTHE
Professor of Evidence Synthesis
and Agroecology

Harper Adams University



https://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/general/staff/profile/143/Nicola-Randall/

2.3 Members Spotlight

Could you tell us about UNISG, and it's work on
Agroecology?

The University of Gastronomic Sciences (UNISG) is a private
university, officially recognized by the Ministry of Research and
Education in Italy. It was founded in 2004, and since its
foundation, agroecology has been part of its core activities.

We teach agroecology, organic farming, and sustainability at
undergraduate, graduate, and PhD levels. We opened a
Master’s program in Agroecology and Food Sovereignty in
2020, coordinated by me in collaboration with other
universities like ISARA and NMBU. It's a one-year Master's
program (60 credits), but students can move to partner
universities to complete a second year for a double degree.

We also have a large research activity participating in
Horizon 2020 projects on agroforestry, mixed farming,
underutilized crops, and genetic resources. Currently, we're
working on the ALL-Ready project under the EU Agroecology
Partnership, supporting 11 Living Labs across Europe.

At the grassroots level, we engage in "third mission" activities
connecting the university with society. One key area of our
work is promoting agrobiodiversity. We work closely with
farmers, especially on agrobiodiversity: local varieties of cereals
(wheat, barley), horticultural crops (maize, corn), and
participatory plant breeding. We support evolutionary plant
breeding approaches, aiming to preserve and enhance
genetic diversity at the species and landscape levels.

How does the master's program at UNISG in agroecology
compare to other master's programs?
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Our program is unique in Italy because it combines
social/humanistic courses (anthropology, history) with
technical agronomy (soil, water, climate). It's action-based
and students spend one day weekly on farms, do a 3-month
agroecology internship, and write a thesis. We emphasize peer-
to-peer and experiential learning.

At the University of Gastronomic Sciences, food is at the
centre of everything we do. We take a 360-degree approach,
looking at food from multiple perspectives. Our professors
come from diverse backgrounds such as botany, agronomy,
philosophy, anthropology, food technology, and more, but they
all focus on food. Students learn from “farm to plate” or even
beyond that, into the cultural and gastronomic aspects of food.

We take a transdisciplinary approach to the agrifood system,
which is reflected in our teaching methods.

Why did UNISG join Agroecology Europe, and what
opportunities do you see?

The University of Gastronomic Sciences officially became a
member last year. The reason is quite clear; agroecology and
gastronomic sciences have a lot in common. As | mentioned
earlier, at UNISG, we view agroecology as a fundamental
approach to developing sustainable farming and food systems.

Many of our courses already include topics related to
agroecology, so joining the association was a natural step.
Additionally, from a political perspective, it's important to
amplify the voice of agroecology at the European level.

Piedmont, Italy

Paola Migliorini
Associate Professor of
Agronomy and Crop
Production

University of
Gastronomic Sciences,
Pollenzo Campus
Board member, AEEU


https://www.unisg.it/
https://www.unisg.it/en/programs-admissions/master-agroecology-food-sovereignty/
https://www.unisg.it/en/programs-admissions/master-agroecology-food-sovereignty/

What are some of the key opportunities you see
coming from this membership? What do you hope to
achieve?

First and foremost, knowledge sharing. Being a part of
this network allows us to stay informed about what's
happening across Europe in the fields of agroecology and
food sovereignty. Networking is another huge benefit. It
allows us to connect with other organizations and
institutions working in the same field. This membership is
a two-way. We gain valuable insights, but we also
contribute by sharing our own knowledge and research.
Additionally, participating in forums and discussions
strengthens our connection with other key players in the
agroecological movement.

What role do institutions like UNISG play in
transforming food systems?

Over the past 20 years of teaching here, I've come to
realize the significant impact I've had in shaping the next
generation of agroecologists. | often come across former
students whether they return to visit, reach out via email,
or | meet them at conferences across Europe. And every
time, | feel an immense sense of pride in what they're
doing and what they've achieved. It's truly rewarding to
see their contributions to the field.

This was something | hadn't fully anticipated when | first
started teaching. You don't always think about the long-
term impact of your work in the moment, but over time, it
becomes clear. Teaching agroecology has been incredibly
fulfilling.

| feel proud that the small seed of knowledge planted in
them has flourished into something meaningful. That's
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such a beautiful outcome of our work.

Beyond education, UNISG also plays a key role in
developing and promoting gastronomic culture. It's a
kind of cultural revolution amplifying the voices of small
and local farmers, advocating for underutilized crops and
local varieties, and emphasizing the importance of food
culture.

Farmers aren't just food producers, they are caretakers
of our environment, and they preserve cultural heritage
through their work. Yet, they are often underappreciated.
That's why it's so important to raise awareness, especially
among younger generations, about the significance of
farming and food production.

By shedding light on small-scale producers and high-
quality food production, we can help create a more
sustainable and just food system.

What should Agroecology Europe prioritize in coming
years?

The main focus should continue to be influencing policy,
engaging with the European Commission and Parliament
as much as possible to advocate for policies that support
agroecology and food sovereignty.

Of course, we're just an association, and we're up against
powerful industrial lobbies, which makes this work
challenging. But at the same time, it's essential to
maintain a direct connection with policymakers in
Brussels.

Advocacy and lobbying efforts are crucial in ensuring that
local food production, small-scale farmers, and
sustainable agricultural practices receive the recognition
and support they deserve.
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Farmers aren’t just
food producers - they
are caretakers of our
environment, and
they preserve cultural
heritage through
their work. Yet, they
are often
underappreciated.

Associate Professor of
Agronomy and Crop
Production

University of
Gastronomic Sciences |
Pollenzo Campus
Board member, AEEU



https://www.unisg.it/en/docenti/paola-migliorini/

2.4 Working Groups' Activity

Gender & Intersectionality Working Group

The Gender and Intersectionality working group is an integral
part of Agroecology Europe, committed to integrating feminist
and intersectional perspectives. Its primary goal is to enhance
the understanding of these concepts and their practical
applications, allowing all projects and the organization's
broader work to be examined through a gender and
intersectional lens.

Key 2024 Activities:

* Organised Landmark Workshop (April 8, 2024) on title:
"Exploring Feminism in Agroecology” in collaboration with
Agroecology Works! + Prof. Johanna Jacobi from ETH Zurich)

* Published report highlighting the current research and
recognition need.

Biodiversity Working Group

The Biodiversity Working Group was relaunched in 2024 to align
with the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030. The group focuses on key
areas such as developing effective weed and pest management
solutions and advocating for policy tools that incentivize on-farm
biodiversity. Led by Board Member Ole Osterman, the working
group aims to contribute to the broader goals of biodiversity
preservation and sustainable agricultural practices.

*

Agroecology Europe Youth Network

This is dynamic group of over 200 young people from diverse
countries, united by a shared passion for agroecology and driven by
vibrant energy. The network consists of individuals with a wide range
of backgrounds, all working under the umbrella of Agroecology
Europe.

Key 2024 Activities:

Participated in EU Youth Policy Dialogue : Demanded: Land
access schemes for young farmers, Agroecology training in
vocational programs and Anti-"youth washing"

safeguards (e.g., binding youth quotas in policymaking).

World Food Forum Side Event, Co-organized with Agroecology
Coalition and YPARD under the Theme: "Youth Leadership in
the Agroecological Transition*

Terra Madre Participation (Sept 2024, Turin): Mobilized 150+
young activists under a "joyous revolution" banner and
connected youth with agroecology farms via the EUfarms
network.

Engaged in organizing participatory workshop and many other
activities.
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AEEU Membership benefits

Network & Knowledge Sharing
« Connect with farmers, scientists, policymakers, and

activists across Europe "
« Access exclusive working groups (Biodiversity, Gender, "
Youth)

« Participate in peer-to-peer learning forums

Shape EU Agroecology Policy
Influence AEEU'’s policy positions through member
consultations

+ Contribute to recommendations for EU institutions

« Getrepresented in high-level meetings Amplify Your Voice
« Strengthen our collective advocacy with 300+ members

* Feature your work

« Join delegations to EU events and international forums
Share Expertise & Access Resources
« Advise on research projects and funding proposals

+ Speak at AEEU events as a subject-matter expert
« Use our OASIS transition toolkit and policy briefs

Governance & Leadership Opportunities
* Vote in General Assemblies

* Run for the Board or join committees

« Launch new working groups on emerging issues
Financial Perks
« Discounted rates for Agroecology Europe Forums &

workshops

+ Fee solidarity program for small-scale farmers & Global South
members



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/membership/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/agroecology-forum/

3. What's Hot in 2025




3.1 Exciting things are happening in 2025!

See you at the Agroecology Europe Agroecology Europe is actively The Agroecology Europe Youth
Forum 2025 from 2-4 October in contributing to EBAF, the Network continues its work within
Malmé, Sweden! European Board on Agriculture the Youth Policy Dialogue with the
and Food EU Commissioner Christophe
Hansen

AGROECOLOGY EUROPE FORUM: 2025 f
TRANSFORMATION IN ACTION!

October 2-4, 2025 | Malmo, Sweden

== Agroecology ©

St yo
MILJOMATEMATIN albaeco Arcinss Scenoes

..and much more
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https://www.agroecology-europe.org/youth-voices-for-an-agroecological-future-the-agroecology-europe-youth-network-at-the-european-commission/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/agroecology-europe-forum-2025/
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/committees-and-expert-groups/ebaf_en
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4. Events and Activities




4.1 Members' Meetings

Agroecology Europe (AEEU)
members’ meetings provide a
platform for members to
exchange knowledge, discuss the
latest developments, and share
insights on the agroecological
transition. These meetings cover
a variety of topics, from
agroecology assessment tools to
policy updates, and include
expert speakers and open
discussions. In 2024, AEEU
organised 5 meetings, focusing
on subjects such as agroecology
education, risk management, and
the agroecological transition.
These meetings aim to foster
collaboration, enhance
understanding, and support
members in advancing
sustainable agricultural practices.
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ACCELERATING THE AGROECOLOGICAL TRANSITION:
THE ROLE OF RISK MANAGEMENT

speaker

MONDAY Marianne Lefebvre

moderator
= Olivier Lefebvre
27 MAY 2024 ; L

13:00-14:30 CEST ' ofh

o Zoom Registration

Agroecology

AGROECOLOGY EDUCATION

Emilie Rousselou

Managing Director.
Eufarms

Valentine de Ganay
Farmer, founder,
Saltus Campus: EUfarms.

Andrea Ferrante
Coortdinator,
Schola Campesina Aps

WEDNESDAY, 16 OCTOBER

o Register on Zoom!
17:00-18:00

WORKSHOP

Andrzej
Ruben Savels J

Teaching Assistant and

Nowakowski
Doctoral Researcher * Advisor on Agriculture
Gent University and Rural Development

Greens / EFA Gro!

AgroJecology - -

MONDAY, 24 JUNE 2024
13:00-14:30 CEST

o Zoom Registration

POLICY UPDATES
FROM BRUSSELS

Laurence Modrego Henriette

Adviser and trainerin .
EU advocacy, policy, and politics

= || Christensen
" Executive Director,
Agroecology Europe

potteons, S

WEDNESDAY, 25 SEPT

©) zeom registration
13:00-14:30

USING AGROECOLOGY ASSESSMENT TOOLS

Karla Skorjanc

Co-author, OASIS

Fulvio Vicenzo
Ecological Transition Responsible. COSPE

Stella Beghini

COSPE consultant

o Register on Zoom!
16:00-17:30

Michele Salvan
PhD Student. University of Turin

Italo Rizzi
Working Group Coordinator, GCAP italyALVIA

Juan Pablo Sciuriano
Board Mermber, AEEU

WEDNESDAY, 4 DECEMBER J - -
Agroecology



4.2 Participatory Workshop

The 2024 call for proposals for participatory workshop received strong interest, with 11 submissions from AEEU members across Europe. Two
youth workshops were held in different EU countries, featuring experience-sharing, field visits, and farmer-student interactions with local
organizations.

Regenerative agriculture: integrated no-till market Empowering Youth in Agriculture through
garden and syntropic agroforestry systems Agroecology

Hosted By: Hosted By:

Lugar de Terra Organela Farm
June 2024

25 May 2024 June -

Torres Vedras, Portugal.

*
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmvRI7tJBOk&ab_channel=AgroecologyEurope
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYxQU8Fgwdo&ab_channel=AgroecologyEurope

4.3 Policy Workshop

The policy workshop was organized as a collaboration with Pesticide Action Network Europe, Friends of the Earth Europe, The
European Network of Scientists for Social and Environmental Responsibility and Agroecology Europe. It includes presentation of
the results and a discussion of public policy recommendations together with European policymakers, researchers, NGO
representatives, and young farmers.

Farming without harming: policy
action for resilient agriculture

ﬁ Friends of
the Earth Acno~”o\c

I}
Pesticide E gy
Action Hrope.

Network

+ Convened policymakers, scientists, farmers, and
civil society to highlight the potential of
agroecological systems and integrated pest
management (IPM) to decrease pesticide
dependency and transition towards more
resilient food systems.

+ Expert discussions from the joint event offer 4
policy recommendations for the freshly started
Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the
European Union

FARMING WITHOUT HARMING:
POLICY ACTION FOR
RESILIENT AGRICULTURE

4 policy recommendations
for the Hungarian Presidency
of the Council of the

Co-hosted with European Union

EUROPEAN
NETWORKOF
Pesticide SCIENTISTS

Action Friends of FOR SOCIAL AND
Network the Earth ENVIRONMENTAL

Furepe Europe RESPONSIBILITY

Clickl-ler—emread:‘%

*



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Farming-without-harming-policy-recommendations-9-July-2024.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/farming-without-harming-policy-action-for-resilient-agriculture/

4.4 Lectures at European Universities

AEEU provided 3 lectures at European universities to train students on Masters programmes in the importance of
advocacy and European public policies for the agroecological transition.

Q ] w G d
WAGENINGEN randae
UNIVERSITY & RESEARCH Covent J w I n éCDIE
U n |Ve r J[y d’ingénieurs
24 May 2024 16 June 2024 19 September 2024
By Paola Migliorini By Boglarka Bozsogi By Boglarka Bozsogi
Online lecture on the Policy What is Agroecology, About AEEU Course module on
Context of Agroecology in Europe, Associations and it’s activities for “Sustainable and innovative
for the course on Agroecology Postdoc students production systems"” for MSc

Students

*




4.5 Events

AEEU, together with ICLEI, was a partner of
OEYE 2024

ORGANICS EUROPE

\\Z

EVENT

Hosting and facilitating a session on justice, migration, and
labor rights in the food system was a great opportunity to
align the organic and agroecological movements around
the principles that connect us: growing food in a just and
sustainable way, promoting care, fairness, diversity, and
solidarity.

*

Seed Summit 2024

The event, organized by SEED Summit Prague,
brought together individuals and organisations
passionate about food and agriculture to drive
transformative change in the agrifood sector.

Our President Lili Balogh joined this seed summit.

<-seed

summif

SEED
SUMMIT

" : £=
21.11.2024, ZenWork, Paha Ny . * 4 Panels

Yy « Farmers market
Current challenges in agriculture and 7 2 * EWA croner
food production - - « Networking

.// ’

www.seedsummit.cz ° /

$5%__ propoduikave plastia




Agroecology Europe at the Anteprima di Terra Madre

The Anteprima di Terra Madre gathering in Rome brought together 150 young activists from across Italy, organised
by Slow Food Italia with the support of Regione Lazio, Arsial, and other key institutions.

The event empowered young
activists to continue their
work on regenerating local
food systems through
agroecological principles,
strengthening their role as
future leaders of this
movement.

For the youth network, this
gathering was a significant
opportunity to build

connections and share y s
knowledge with peers from -3

»

diverse agroecological =

backgrounds. © Alessandro Sgarito |

*
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agromix

Transforming landscapes

Crossed Perspectives

Agroecology
insights from
Europe and Chile

By the Centre for Living Agroecology & Food Systems and Agroecology Europe

AGROMIX Summit: Agroforestry for the
future of European Agriculture

17 April 2024 | The Square, Brussels

agromixproject.eu

T et Vs e ancing o i et
ko' Heris J033 researh ard acaution
g b e agreesare MY

-

Alexander Andrés

-~ -
Wezel Munoz-Saez
Researcher in Agroecology, Director of Research Researcher ot Center of Applied Ecology
of ISARA and Sustainability (CAPES)
CENTRE FOR LIVING AGROECOLOGY FACULTY OF AGRICULTURAL
AND FOOD SYSTEMS SCIENCES
ISARA, LYON UNIVERSITY OF CHILE, SANTIAGO, CHILE

Thursday September 12" from 12h30 to 14h (CEST time)
Isara Lyon - amphi 123 rue Jean Baldassini - 69007 Lyon, FR

To join online, register here

YOUTH POLICY DIALOGUE

With Commissioner for Agriculture and Food CHRISTOPHE HANSEN
CLAS \)

P CENTER FOR LIVING
w2 AGROECOLOGY
AND FOOD SYSTEMS

ISARAN

AGRO SCHOOLFOR LEE Agroecology

Click on the banners for more information on some of our key events in 2024

*



https://agromixproject.eu/events/agromix-policy-summit/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/GIWP-meeting-report-April-2024.pdf
https://www.centreagroecologie.fr/silent-agroecology-lets-discuss-it/

5. Publications

In 2024, AEEU published quarterly newsletters, press releases, and articles while
contributing to fact sheets, open letters, and policy briefs. These publications aimed to
highlight the benefits of agroecological practices, respond to EU policy and scientific
developments, and align with AEEU's priority areas. For a broader perspective, follow the
Horizon projects that AEEU is involved in.



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/publications/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/publications/

5.1 Quarterly Newsletter

Agroecology Europe shares seasonal newsletters with members and the
public, featuring the association's latest activities, EU agricultural policy
updates, field stories, academic publications, and calls to action. The

newsletters also include invitations to webinars, member meetings, and
key events like the Forum.

AGROECOLOGY EUROPE AGROECOLOGY EUROPE
NEWSLETTER

NEWSLETTER

Winter-Spring

2024 Fall 2024

AGROECOLOGY EUROPE
NEWSLETTER

Winter 2024

Click on the banners for more information @
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5.2 Synthesis Report of
the AEEU Forum 2023

This synthesis report of the 2023 Agroecology Europe Forum is
an outcome of the shared learning and inspiration to build a
resilient food system. It serves as the representative and
meaningful portrayal of collective understanding and vision
co-created by diverse participants of the Forum.

SowiING CHANGE, GROWING TOGETHER
CRrEATING A RESILIENT Foobp FUTURE

SyYNTHESIS REPORT OF THE 2023 AcroecoLocy Eurore FOorRuM

Read it here :\"b
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https://www.agroecology-europe.org/agroecology-europe-newsletter-winter-2024/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/AEEU-Newsletter-Fall-2024.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/agroecology-europe-newsletter-spring-summer-2024/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/agroecology-europe-newsletter-winter-spring-2024/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Kushal-Poudel_AEEU-Forum-2023_Synthesis-Report_2024.pdf

5.3 Articles
J

REPORT OF THE GENDER
AND INTERSECTIONALITY
WORKING GROUP

\d
o} f

The Gender and Intersectionality Working
Group integrates feminist and
intersectional perspectives into AEEU's
activities. On April 8, 2024, the group hosted
a discussion on ecofeminism in agroecology
with Johanna Jacobi (ETH Zurich) and
Agroecology Works! The meeting
addressed challenges in promoting
feminist perspectives, emphasizing
resistance within scientific and policy circles
despite strong supporting evidence.

Read it here:%‘)

*

cou.E, ‘ ACTION FOR / *

AGROECOLOGY~ |
11JUNE2024

On October 14, 2024, AEEU
President Lili Balogh testified at
the EU Parliament, advocating
agroecology as a sustainable,
just, and profitable solution. She
urged investment in
agroecological transitions,
warned against misleading
narratives, and called for
inclusive dialogue, ensuring
farmers' voices are heard.

Read it here _'%t.)

The European election results
have reshaped the political
landscape, highlighting the rise
of nationalist movements. AEEU
urges newly elected MEPs to
prioritize climate change,
biodiversity loss, and their socio-
economic impacts based on
facts and science.

Read it here -@

e
EUROPEAN
PARLIAMENT

~ WPGBLIC H

PRESIDENT LILI BALOGH ™
TESTIFIES ON THE
STRATEGIC DIALOGUE:

T

16 OCTOBER 2024



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/GIWP-meeting-report-April-2024.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/european-elections-2024-a-call-for-unity-and-collective-action-for-agroecology/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/european-parliament-public-hearing-president-lili-balogh-testifies-on-the-strategic-dialogue/

5.4 Position Paper

CAP REFORM %
CATASTROPH@\ 7

A STEP BACKWARD FOR -
EUROPEAN AGRICULTURE
AND DEMOCRACY

17 MAY 2024
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This position paper criticizes the recent
CAP reform for weakening environmental
measures, prioritizing agribusiness over
farmers' real needs, and undermining
sustainability. It warns that these changes
threaten food security, biodiversity, and
climate resilience while deepening
farmers' vulnerabilities. Agroecology
Europe calls for a CAP that supports
agroecological transitions, aligns with
ecological and social imperatives, and
resists short-term political and
agribusiness interests. The upcoming EU
elections are seen as a crucial moment for
change.

Read it here ‘&\)


https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Article-CAP-Reform-May-2024.pdf

5.5 Fact Sheets

Factsheet
April 2024

Agioecology
THE SOCIOECONOMIC

PERFORMANCE OF
AGROECOLOGY

What does science tell us?

METHODOLOGY * Screening more than 13,000 publications (between
2000 and 2022) to retrieve evidence on the socio-
economic outcomes of the implementation of
agroecological practices

* 80 publications (79 peer-reviewed articles, 1 report)

* Vast majority of studies from Global South: 43%
Asia, 41% Africa, 13% Central or South America, 3%

i I | Global North (2 in Europe, 1in USA)

II|| “l“l + Actual on-farm implementations (64%) and 36%
on-farm intervention studies conducted together
with farmers

Agroecology has a positive social and economic
impact, as highlighted in "The Socio-economic
Performance of Agroecology: A Review."

The data proves the socio-economic viability of
agroecology, debunking the myth that there is
insufficient research to support the benefits of
agroecological farming.

Read it here “'%)
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This factsheet is a response "
to the urgent need for
action, calling for a shift
towards agroecology,
where functional
biodiversity and
strengthened biological
regulation within
agroecosystems reduce
reliance on fossil fuels and
harmful substances. As
biodiversity forms the
foundation of civilizations,
protecting and restoring it
is essential for a
sustainable future.

Read it here 3&\)


https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Article-CAP-Reform-May-2024.pdf
agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/AEEU-Factsheet-The-Socioeconomic-performance-of-agroecology.pdf

5.6 Co-writing of open letters and joint press releases/policy papers

In 2024, AEEU co-authored three joint press releases and statements, and co-signed eleven others, successfully bringing together various
institutions within the agricultural movements. Additionally, we worked on drafting two to five open letters to decision-makers, addressing
critical issues on the EU agenda such as pesticide reduction, agroecology, and a fair transition for farmers. The focus is on promoting a
sustainable, inclusive dialogue for the future of agriculture, urging the EU to prioritize climate action and food security.

Open Letters

OPEN LETTER TO EU COMMISSION PRESIDENT
URSULA VON DER LEYEN:
JOINT REQUEST TO WITHDRAW THE EU

CIVIL SOCIETY , f kel Py
ORGANISATIONS URGE B,h,,_hﬂ.x = @) - e ¥
THE COUNCIL OF THE ik Open Letter: |

COMMISSION'S PROPOSAL TO REVISE THE CAP EUROPEAN UNION TO eipdnae ;

N
BirdLife

DCEO  Chomarth® S ol ""‘

[UROGROUP  ¥iZ) o
u HAES r'_(n whavwry
- e .

R:
U

AFAIR

INCLU GREEN
TRANSITION IN THE

*

STRENGTHEN
LEGISLA TO
PROTECT EUROPEAN

WATERS AND
FROM
POLLUTIO

The time for change is now!

We need climate action and a just
transition. Without it there can be no
competitive and sustainable EU
agriculture.

A transition to agroecology holds the key a
resilient farming system that benefits
farmers, climate, environment, animals,
and consumers.

Climate Action & Just Transition for EU agriculture /
Bl



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/joint-letter-ngos-request-the-withdrawal-of-the-commission-s-proposal-to-revise-the-cap.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Letter-to-Permanent-Representatives-Water-pollution-standards.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/open-letter-to-the-president-of-the-european-commission-on-water-resilience_1.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024-EU-Overshoot-Day_-Appeal-to-EU-leaders-to-prioritise-a-fair-and-inclusive-green-transition-in-the-next-political-mandate.pdf
https://foodpolicycoalition.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Open-Letter-on-Climate-Action-and-Just-Transition-in-Agriculture.pdf
https://foodpolicycoalition.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Final-version-FPC-SD-letter-to-Commissioner-Hansen.pdf

Joint Statements
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In Solidarity with Farmers in
Europe, Building Momentum for
Agroecological Farming

On 1 February 2024, civil society
organizations gathered in Brussels to
support food sovereignty, organic
agriculture, agroecology, and peasant
rights. Responding to a call from ECVC and
FUGEA, the EU Food Policy Coalition and
other groups emphasized a shared,
consensus-based transition in food
systems, ensuring family farmers play a
central role.

Read the full statement’\é)

¢ Hn N

Europe

ﬁ Friends of J .
esticide the Earth »qr0ecology

FARMING WITHOUT HARMING:
POLICY ACTION FOR

RESILIENT AGRICULTURE

4 policy recommendations
for the Hungarian Presidency
of the Council of the
European Union

Farming without harming: policy
action for resilient agriculture

On 26 June 2024, Pesticide Action Network
Europe, Friends of the Earth Europe, The
European Network of Scientists for Social
and Environmental Responsibility, and
Agroecology Europe convened
policymakers, scientists, farmers, and civil
society to highlight the potential of
agroecological systems and integrated
pest management (IPM) to decrease
pesticide dependency and transition
towards more resilient food systems.

Read the full statement:l&_‘)

ON THE FUTURE OF
EU AGRICULTURE

4 SEPTEMBER

2024

Strategic Dialogue on the Future
of Agriculture and Food: For
Greater Ambition

Slow Food and Agroecology Europe
participated alongside 27 othersin a
dialogue that differed from typical
European Commission advisory groups.
Instead of presenting opposing views, it
was a space where stakeholders listened,
collaborated, and worked towards a
consensus to elevate European food
systems towards greater sustainability and
integrity.

Read the full statement:‘gb


https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Joint-Statement-in-solidarity-with-farmers-in-Europe-Building-momentum-for-agroecological-farming.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Joint-Statement-in-solidarity-with-farmers-in-Europe-Building-momentum-for-agroecological-farming.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Joint-Statement-in-solidarity-with-farmers-in-Europe-Building-momentum-for-agroecological-farming.pdf

Co-Signed Papers

STAKEHOLDERS STAND READY
FOR THE STRATEGIC-DIALOGUE

STRATEGIC
DIALOGUES
FOR THE
FUTURE OF

AGRICULTURE - 0N THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE

23 L NUARY 93 )ANUARY 2023 ~

Stakeholders of all Horizons Stand
Ready For The Strategic Dialogue on
the Future of Agriculture

In September 2023, Ursula von der Leyen
announced a strategic dialogue on
agriculture to address polarization and create
a sustainable sector. As farmers, agrifood, and
civil society stakeholders, we support the goal
of “more dialogue, less polarization.” Ahead of
the official launch on 25th January, we call on
institutional actors to ensure a safe, inclusive,
and constructive environment for reaching
consensus on the transformation of
agriculture and food systems.

3
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EU Must Make Pesticide
Reduction a Reality

60 civil society organizations have issued a
statement urging the European
Commission to strengthen, not weaken,
environmental measures in agriculture.
The Commission's push to simplify CAP
again follows reforms that already
weakened key environmental protections.
To truly support farmers, the EU must
enhance environmental and climate
policies in the CAP.
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KEEP PESTICIDE
REDUCTION
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Agroecology

Joint letter to the EU commission to
keep DG SANTE’s lead for EU pesticide
regulation

Media reports suggest the European
Commission may move pesticide responsibilities
from DG SANTE to another DG. We, undersigned
with other organizations to focus on protecting
citizens and biodiversity, express serious concern.
Shifting pesticide competence would undermine
the One Health approach, which recognizes the
interconnectedness of human, animal, plant, and
environmental health.



https://www.agroecology-europe.org/joint-statement-stakeholders-of-all-horizons-stand-ready-for-the-strategic-dialogue-on-the-future-of-agriculture/
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Joint-Statement-in-solidarity-with-farmers-in-Europe-Building-momentum-for-agroecological-farming.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/20240708-Letter-to-Psdt-VDL-SG-on-transfer-of-pesticide-unit.pdf

5.7 Scientific Article and White Paper

Home > Agronomy for Sustainable Development > Article

L

The socio-economic performance of “ia
agroecology. Areview e
Review Article | Open access | Published: 19 March 2024 Qg romix

Volume 44, article number 19, (2024)  Cite this article

Download PDF & @ You have full access to this open access article

loanna Mouratiadou [, Alexander Wezel, Kintan Kamilia, Angelica Marchetti, Maria Luisa Paracchini &

Paolo Barberi

g) 14k Accesses @ 63 Altmetric 35 6 Mentions Explore all metrics >

A new study consolidates evidence on the socio-economic
performance of agroecology, examining over 13,000
publications to assess outcomes such as income, labour,
and production costs.

The study highlights the positive impact of agroecological
practices on income, productivity, and efficiency,
particularly in the Global South and in systems like
agroforestry and intercropping. tudy provides valuable
insights for policymakers and professionals to support the

Transforming European Food
Systems with Agroforestry

agroecological transition toward sustainable food systems. .
,'b >
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AGROMIX
launched its
white paper

The document
outlined five key
co-designed policy
recommendations
for the EU to
maximize the
implementation of
agroforestry as part

" of its objective to
| secure more a
. sustainable,

resilient, and
equitable food
system that meets

| the needs of
| present and future
generations.
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13593-024-00945-9
https://agromixproject.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/AGROMIX-WHITE-PAPER-24102024.pdf

6. Outreach




6.1 We increased our reach through videos and reels

As part of our dissemination and outreach efforts, we released 18 videos on u @ ﬂ m
AEEU’s YouTube channel to broaden public understanding of agroecology.

Participatory Agroecology Europe Members Meeting
workshop videos Forum Videos Recordings

How to start an agroecological AEEU Forum 2023 X Exclusively for

farm? Participatory Workshop in Agroecology Europe - 1/9 Members

Athens, Greecey = 5

Highlights: Agroecology Europe
Forum 2023

Agroecology Europe

Integrated No-Till Market Garden
and Agroforestry Systems,
Portugal®®

Youth at the 2023 Agroecology
Europe Forum

Agroecology Europe
The vision of Agroecology Europe
Forum 2023

Agroecology Europe

Empowering Youth in Agriculture
through Agroecology, Serbia:,

Ibolya Safian Laszloné of the
Hungarian Women Herders Group fo...

Agroecology Europe 'b

*
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https://www.youtube.com/@agroecologyeurope
https://youtu.be/zhD2ZEg7pyM
https://youtu.be/WmvRI7tJBOk
https://youtu.be/EYxQU8Fgwdo
https://youtu.be/EYxQU8Fgwdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m9OzNOiKhRg&list=PLJaxLuMZcKPY1g4QsGdbc_ZqXC1uDnQnt&ab_channel=AgroecologyEurope
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agroecology-europe/
https://www.instagram.com/agroecology_europe/
https://www.facebook.com/AgroecologyEurope/

6.2 Our presence across Social Media

Aligned with the Association's strategic vision and priorities, agroecology_europe  Following~ Message @
AEEU concentrated on fostering deeper engagement with .

members, partners, projects, agroecologists, and the broader 233 posts 1988 followers 296 following

public. This was achieved through consistent social media posts, Agroecology Europe
. . . . The European Association promoting Agroecology and sustainable food systems ¢
tagging key organisations, sharing external content, and @ www.agroecology-europe.org + 2
promoting campaigns that emphasised collaboration and
solidarity.

N Agroecology Europe
@AgroecologyE

The European Association for Agroecology

(2 agroecology-europe.org Joined April 2020
Agroecology Europe 1349 Following 3,154 Followers

Agroecology Europe n
m (@agroecologyeurope - 493 subscribers - 66 videos

4.3K likes « 5.5K followers

As a practice, agroecology is an agricultural system based on biodiversity. The ecc

Agroecology Europe Association
The European association for agroecology. sqgoecloqy europ.org and 2 mers ks
Non-profit Organizations - Corbais, Walloon Region - 12K followers -

*


https://www.facebook.com/AgroecologyEurope/
https://www.instagram.com/agroecology_europe/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agroecology-europe/
https://www.youtube.com/@agroecologyeurope
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agroecology-europe/
https://www.youtube.com/@agroecologyeurope
https://www.instagram.com/agroecology_europe/
https://www.facebook.com/AgroecologyEurope/
https://x.com/AgroecologyE
https://x.com/AgroecologyE

*

Thank you for your support!

Fondation
European de

Climate
Foundation France

This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and neither the European
Commission nor the Foundation de France, nor the European Climate Foundation can be
held responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.



https://europeanclimate.org/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life_en
https://www.fondationdefrance.org/en
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