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OVERVIEW
• Landcare approach

• Landcare Europe e.V. network

• CAP recommendations



Building 
relationships 
instead of just 
doing 
business

Slide credit: Baltic Environmental Forum (BEF) Lithuania

• Collaborating with farmers: win-win

• Finding economically viable solutions

• Planning and implementing together

• Communicating & connecting 

• Exchanging knowledge

• Environmental education & public 
outreach

LANDCARE approach



How Landcare Associations (LCA) operate

• Cooperatively 

• Voluntarily 

• Regionally 

• Interdisciplinary

• Independently 

© Erich Herrmann



• Advice & collaborations with farmers on:
• Landcare measures: planting trees, cutting shrubs, 

production of indigenous seeds…
• Projects: biodiversity, soil protection, water retention, carbon 

sequestration

• Livelihoods: strengthening regional value chains, direct 
marketing, diversification, livestock protection

• Large-scale habitat restoration: mires/peatland, 
meadows/pastures, grasslands

• Recommendations for political decision makers on 
legal framework and funding

Working areas of Landcare
© Brockenbauer
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Network of  11 partners (2023)

Goal: Expand to 
all 27 EU Member 

States

LE pilot project partners
Collaborations

EU
Non-EU

YOU?

JOIN US

2 types of membership

LANDCARE EUROPE e.V.

• NGOs/NPOs
• cooperative 

approach 

• other European 
networks

• for profits
• universitites
• individuals

https://www.landcare-europe.org/join-us


Exchange 
On key factors for 

successful cooperative nature conservation  

Expand  
To all European countries

Engage 
With EU politics

1. Contributing to EU targets like the EU Biodiversity Strategy & EU Green Deal

2. Elaborating policy recommendations, e.g. for CAP

3. Supporting the foundation of new Landcare Associations (LCAs) and umbrella 
organisations in all 27 EU Member States 

4. Fostering knowledge exchange among LCAs by organising workshops, trainings, 
field visits, project collaboration.

LANDCARE EUROPE – Objectives 



LANDCARE EUROPE – Activities 



• … cultivate grasslands, farmland, wetlands and special crops
•  … in a conventional or non-conventional manner
•  … on farms stretching from <1 ha to >3.000 ha
•  … on private, public and communal land
•  … as family or agri-businesses
•  … total of >100,000!

© Peter Roggenthin

LANDCARE EUROPE – Collaborations
The farmers we work with… 



• Focus on CAP environmental targets
• Oblige EU Member States
• Public money for public goods – 

meaningful incentives
• Simplify regulations

How can the EU better support Landcare & Agroecology?

Landcare Europe brochure 
Key success factors & 
policy recommendations 

RECOMMENDATIONS

https://www.landcare-europe.org/resources


CAP recommendations
• Analyse regional context
• Evaluate & review CAP Strategic 

Plans
• Incorporate project findings in 

regulations
• Include audits on CAP 

in/effectiveness in programming
• Provide funding for training & 

consulting

Photo credit: Baltic Environmental Forum (BEF) Lithuania



© Landcare Europe

CAP support for 
• …traditional farming
• …small farms
• …collective approaches
• …result-based payment 

schemes
• …permanent grassland



www.landcare-europe.org | LANDCARE EUROPE e.V. | info@landcare-europe.org

THANK YOU

http://www.landcare-europe.org/

