
AGROECOLOGY EUROPE 
FORUM 2023 IN HUNGARY

#AEEUForum2023

CONVERGING MOVEMENTS 
FOR RESILIENT FOOD SYSTEMS

16-18 November 2023

Gyöngyös, Hungary

Ecological economics:
The only framework for 
agroecology?

WITH THE SUPPORT OF:ORGANISED BY:

Alexandra Köves
associate professor, 
Corvinus University of 
Budapest
vice-president, European 
Society for Ecological 
Economics



2023. 11. 08.

Premises of sustainability in ecological economics

Embeddedness Limits Size (throughput) 
matters

Role of the 
Economy

Well-being for all 
within planetary 

boundaries
Distribution 

matters

Sustainability

Man-made 
capital is no 
substitute for 

environmental 
endowments

Preservation of 
natural capital is 

the goal



The myth of ecological modernisation (and green growth)

Absolute decoupling is not 
working (especially not in 
the available timeframe)

Problem-shifting is 
working



8 November 2023What is Degrowth?

Source: Research & Degrowth



8 November 2023So, what is Degrowth?
Or what kind of alternative futures should we build?

Autonomy

Redefinition 
of well-being

Conviviality

Slow life

Solidarity

Trust

In harm
ony w

ith nature

Tools Readjustment of working life (working time reduction; 
diversity of working practices; fair and meaningful work)

Provision of basic sustenance through redistribution 
(universal basic income/allowance/services)

Responsible economic actors (mission-led strategies, 
coopetition, beyond profit motivations)

New economic models: sharing economy, solidarity 
economy, circular economy, service economy

Glocalisation (local production and consumption chains, 
shorter supply chains, stronger communities)

Private sufficiency – public luxury

Supportive technology (ethicality, fairness, equity built into 
technological solutions)



Why the only framework for agroecology?

Because they both rely 
on

•… systems view
•… beyond market 
solutions
•… multiple solutions
•… respect for all types of 
knowledge





Thank you 
for your attention!

alexandra.koves@uni-corvinus.hu


