
Agroecology	Europe
Newsletter

Winter	2022
	

Dear	Members	of	Agroecology	Europe,
	
With	the	end	of	the	year	approaching,	on	behalf	of	Agroecology	Europe,	I
wish	 all	 of	 you	 wonderful	 holidays!	 2022	 has	 been	 yet	 again	 quite	 an
intense	 and	 challenging	 year	 so	 hopefully,	 you	 will	 all	 get	 some	 well-
deserved	 rest	 and	 spend	 precious	 quality	 time	 with	 your	 loved	 ones.
Indeed,	 this	 period	 should	 be	 about	 recharging	 and	 taking	 care	 of
ourselves,	cocooning	up	 -	 just	 like	nature	does	 -	 to	bountifully	bloom	by
spring.	 We	 are	 eternally	 grateful	 that	 you	 have	 been	 supporting
Agroecology	 Europe	 this	 year	 as	 well,	 and	 we	 are	 very	 much	 looking
forward	to	connecting	with	you	next	year	on	the	occasion	of	our	various
activities!	We	wish	to	get	to	know	you	better,	facilitate	networking	among
our	members	and	involve	you	more	in	the	life	of	the	association	through
monthly	Agroecology	Europe	Member	meetings,	participatory	workshops,
webinars	and	the	AEEU	Forum;	more	information	will	follow	soon	about	all
these,	however,	it	is	with	great	joy	that	I	am	sharing	with	you	already	the
wonderful	news	that	the	location	of	the	2023	Forum	has	been	chosen	by
the	 board:	 this	 time	 we	 will	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 meet	 in	 Central-
Eastern	Europe,	in	Budapest,	Hungary	in	November!
	
Once	again	wishing	you	all	a	wonderful	and	healthy	holiday	season.	May
2023	bring	us	plenty	of	 inspiring	encounters	and	successes	 for	our	 joint
work	in	the	transition	to	agroecology!
	
Best	regards,	
	
Lili	Balogh
President	of	Agroecology	Europe



This	Manifesto	 is	 the	result	of	discussions	among	young	people	 from
various	 countries	 around	 Europe.	 We	 gathered	 and	 exchanged	 our
common	 experiences	 during	 the	 first	 edition	 of	 the	 Agroecology
Europe	Youth	Forum	in	France	in	September	2022.

2022	being	the	European	Year	of	Youth,	we	publish	this	manifesto	to
express	 our	willpower	 to	 unite,	 build	 alliances	 and	 bring	 answers	 to
the	multiple	challenges	related	to	our	agricultural	and	food	systems.
	
Following	 a	 participatory	 process	 open	 to	 the	 Youth	 Forum
participants	and	members	of	the	Agroecology	Europe	Youth	Network,
the	manifesto	has	been	revised	and	finalized	and	has	been	distributed
for	signatures.	

To	the	Youth	Manifesto

A	memory	of	the	Agroecology
Europe	Youth	Forum	2022	

Feeling	 nostalgic	 about	 the
Agroecology	 Europe	 Youth
Forum?	Did	you	miss	the	chance
to	 be	 part	 of	 this	 amazing
gathering?

Check	 out	 this	 video	 providing
some	 key	 ideas	 on	 the
importance	of	youth	involvement
for	the	agroecological	transition.	

To	the	Video

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Young-Europeans-Manifesto-for-Agroecology-signatures-.pdf
https://youtu.be/Xjw1R6ZzXnc


Participatory	workshops

Participatory	field
workshop	-	Seed
sovereignty:	just	a

dream?
On	 the	 22nd	 of	 October	 2022,
Agroecology	 Europe	 Youth
Network	 organized,	 in
collaboration	 with	 Valdibella
Cooperative,	 Aterraterra
Association	 and	 Schola
Campesina,	 a	 participatory
workshop	 titled	 “Seed
sovereignty:	 just	 a	 dream?"
During	 this	 workshop	 a	 	 simple
question	was	discussed,	but	with
the	 answer	 not	 equally	 easy:
How	 to	 achieve	 patent-free
agriculture?”.

	Workshop
report

Participatory	Field
Workshop	-

Sharing	experiences	for
building	an	agroecological
farm	project	as	young

farmers

On	 the	 8th	 of	 October	 2022,	 a
participatory	 field	 workshop	 was
held	 at	 Ortofficina	 Società
Agricola,	 an	 agroecological	 and
peri-urban	 farming	 project
established	 in	 Nova	 Milanese,
Milano	 province,	 Italy.	 The
workshop	had	the	aim	of	sharing
information	 and	 practical
knowledge	 related	 to	 the
establishment	 and	 management
of	 a	 collectively-run
agroecological	 farm	 and
facilitating	 the	 replication	of	 this
model	in	other	places.
	
Watch	the	video	of	the	workshop

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Participatory-Field-Workshop-Seeds-Valdibella.pdf


and	have	a	look	at	the	report.	

Watch	the
video

Workshop
report

Policy	workshop	-
Closing	nutrient
cycles:	reshaping

EU	agri-food
systems	for	greater

autonomy	and
sustainability

29th	of	November	2022

As	announced	in	the	EU	Biodiversity	and	Farm	to	Fork	strategies	and
in	 the	 Zero	 Pollution	 Action	 Plan,	 the	 European	 Commission	 is
developing	an	Integrated	Nutrient	Management	Action	Plan	(INMAP)	to
tackle	the	currently	unsustainable	nutrient	flows	in	the	EU.	The	INMAP
will	 aim	 to	 deliver	 on	 the	 European	 Green	 Deal’s	 targets	 to	 reduce
nutrient	 losses	by	at	 least	50%	and	 fertilizer	use	by	at	 least	20%	by
2030	in	Europe	and	will	complement	the	Zero	Pollution	Action	Plan.
	
On	 the	 29th	 of	 November	 2022	 Agroecology	 Europe	 together	 with
IFOAM	 Organics	 Europe,	 the European	 Environmental	 Bureau,	 and
the Air	 Pollution	 and	 Climate	 Secretariat,	 invited	 to	 the	 policy
workshop	 “Closing	 nutrient’s	 cycles:	 reshaping	 EU	 agri-food	 system
for	greater	autonomy	and	sustainability?”	This	workshop	took	place	at
the European	Parliament and	was	hosted	by	Members	of	the	European
Parliament	(MEP)	Margrete	Auken	and	Thomas	Waitz	(Greens/EFA).	
	
The	 objectives	 of	 the	 workshop	 were	 to	 reflect	 on	 how	 existing
legislations	 already	 deliver	 or	 not	 on	 reducing	 nutrient	 flows	 and
losses,	as	well	as	on	how	the	INMAP	can	integrate	a	holistic	and	long-
term	 approach	 to	 food	 system	 transformation	 based	 on	 solutions
already	used	 in	 farming	practices	 such	as	 in	organic	agriculture	and
agroecology.
	
The	 workshop	 was	 a	 very	 fruitful	 event	 and	 gathered	 40	 people	 in
person	 and	 40	 people	 online.	 Participants	 include	 among	 others
journalists,	political	advisors,	MEP’s	assistants,	DG	ENVI’s	staff,	NGOs
representatives,	and	scientists.

https://youtu.be/qp4EEFNTMgg
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Participatory-Field-Workshop-Sharing-experiences-for-building-an-agroecological-farm-project-as-young-farmers.pdf


To	the	policy	workshop	report

The	second	edition	of	the	Month	of
Agroecology

17th	of	October	-	18th	of	November	2022

During	 the	 successful	 second	 edition	 of	 the	 Month	 of	 Agroecology
2022,	 which	 was	 held	 from	 the	 17th	 of	 October	 to	 the	 18th	 of
November,	 Agroecology	 Europe	 drew	 on	 collective	 solutions	 and
created	 pathways	 of	 reflection	 to	 instigate	 a	 change	 in	 our	 dietary
patterns	and	allow	a	space	for	them	to	be	the	driving	force	we	need
for	the	transition.	

The	 Month	 of	 Agroecology	 in	 2022	 focused	 on	 ‘Agroecology	 for
healthier	diets	and	sustainable	food	systems’	with	a	special	 focus	on
legumes	and	grain	 legumes	(beans,	peas,	and	clover,	among	others)
that	 have	 unique	 properties	 that	 not	 only	 make	 organic	 and
agroecological	 farming	more	 viable	 but	 are	 also	 an	 essential	 part	 of
sustainable	systems.
	
A	 large	 number	 of	 issues	 will	 be	 addressed	 around	 this	 core	 topic
during	the	Month	of	Agroecology	through	several	webinars,	Interviews
with	 key	 experts,	 share	 of	 articles	 and	 videos	 in	 order	 to	 exchange,
learn	and	build	 together	 the	 future	of	more	 sustainable	 farming	and
food	systems.
	
Have	a	 look	at	 all	 the	activities	 that	 took	place	during	 the	Month	of
Agroecology	2022!	

To	the	activities

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Report-Policy-workshop-29.11.2022-final.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/month-of-agroecology-october-2022/


Agroecology	on	the	rise	in	Switzerland	and
the	European	Union
Agroecology	was	celebrated	this	Autumn	both	in	Switzerland	with	the
“Days	of	Agroecology”	and	in	the	European	Union	with	the	“Month	of
Agroecology”.
	
During	 the	second	edition	of	 the	Month	of	Agroecology,	Agroecology
Europe	 organized	 two	 webinars,	 published	 and	 articles,	 factsheets,
and	 conducted	 interviews	 with	 policy-makers	 and	 farmers	 to	 better
understand	 how	 agroecology	 offers	 a	 framework	 for	 action	 to
transform	our	food	systems,	from	our	fields	to	our	plates.
	
From	 the	 1st	 to	 the	 31st	 of	 October,	 Switzerland	 celebrated	 the
second	edition	of	the	"	Days	of	Agroecology".	Over	100	organizations
held	 on-site	 and	 online	 events	 around	 the	 topic	 of	 agroecology
throughout	Switzerland	-	from	discussions	on	hot	topics,	to	farm	visits
and	exchanges	on	the	latest	research	findings.	

To	the	joint	press	release

Recording	of	our	last	webinars

Webinar:	How	to
concretely	use	the
OASIS	indicator

Webinar:
Transforming
dietary	patterns

Webinar:	From
Science	to	Action
to	accelerate	the

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Press-release-Month-of-Agroecology.pdf
http://agroecologyworks.ch/de/tage-der-agraroekologie/2022/events
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/month-of-agroecology-october-2022/


system
The	 webinar	 taking
place	 on	 the	 14th
and	 15th	 of
December	 2022	 in
French	 and	 English
provided	answers	on
how	 to	 use	 the
OASIS	 indicator
system.	It	showed	its
performance	 and	 its
potential	 to	 develop
the	 agriculture	 of
the	future.

for	the
agroecological
transition	in
Europe
During	 this	 Webinar
on	 the	 27th	 of
October	 2022,
international	experts
and	 peasant
representatives
discussed	 how	 to
achieve	 the	 protein
transition	 by
rebalancing	 the
intakes	 between
animal	 and	 plant
proteins,	and	how	to
improve	their	quality
and	supply	chains.

food	system
transformation
During	 this	 webinar
on	 the	 8th	 of
November	2022,	 the
speakers	 presented
the	 global	 nutrient
density	 movement,
bridged	 the	 gap
between	 nutrition
and	 agriculture	 and
presented	 how
agroecology	 can
contribute	 to	 a	 one
health	 approach
integrating	 humans,
animals	 and
ecosystems.

To	the
video

To	the
video

To	the
video

Joint	statements	and	open
letters

JOINT	STATEMENT	-
NGOs	AND	TRADE
UNIONS	DEMAND	THE
END	OF	EU’S	EXPORT
OF	BANNED	PESTICIDES
AND	OTHER
HAZARDOUS
CHEMICALS
More	 than	 326	 civil	 society
organisations	demand	a	band	on
the	 export	 of	 hazardous
chemicals	 that	 are	 forbidden	 in
the	EU.
	
The	 European	 Commission
committed	 in	 the	 EU	 Green
Deal’s	 Chemicals	 Strategy	 for
Sustainability	 Towards	 a	 Toxic-

https://youtu.be/xGSEL6c2ikc
https://youtu.be/u4GLOm3HZkE
https://youtu.be/I0LRNlNInyE


Free	 Environment	 in	 2020	 to
“lead	 by	 example,	 and,	 in	 line
with	 international	 commitments,
ensure	that	hazardous	chemicals
banned	 in	 the	 European	 Union
are	 not	 produced	 for	 export,
including	 by	 amending	 relevant
legislation	 if	 and	 as	 needed.”
However,	 the	 European
Commission’s	 2023	 work
programme	 does	 not	 include	 a
much-needed	legal	action	to	stop
this	practice.

Read	the
Joint

Statement

Open	Letter	-	29	NGOs
call	on	the	Parliament
and	the	Council	to
support	the
Commission's	proposal
on	the	SUR	despite
attacks	to	weaken	its
adoption.	
The	29	co-signing	NGOs	strongly
condemn	 the	 attacks	 to	 weaken
the	ambition	of	the	proposal	for	a
Sustainable	 Use	 of	 Plant
Protection	 Products	 Regulation
(SUR)	 and	 to	 delay	 its	 adoption.
This	piece	of	legislation	is	crucial
to	 implement	 the	 Farm	 to	 Fork
and	 Biodiversity	 Strategies,	 as
well	 as	 the	Zero	Pollution	Action
Plan	 and	 is	 therefore	 key	 to
delivering	 on	 the	 objectives	 of
the	Green	Deal.	

To	the	Open
Letter

Joint	Letter	-	the
urgency	of	the
integrated	nutrient
management	action
plan

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/joint-statement-1-december-2022.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/SUR_Joint_Letter_20221110.pdf


The	Commission	 is	working	on	a
new	 Fertiliser	 Strategy	 to
“protect	 our	 food	 security”,	 but
the	greatest	 threat	 to	our	ability
to	 produce	 food	 is	 climate
change	and	biodiversity	collapse,
which	 synthetic	 fertilisers	 are
making	worse.	 This	 Letter	 is	 co-
signed	 by	 9	 civil	 society
organisations	 representing
environmental,	 rural,	 and
farming	 movements	 expressing
our	 concerns	 about	 the	 new
Fertiliser	 Communication
announced	 by	 the	 Commission
and	 calling	 for	 the	 prompt
publication	 of	 the	 Integrated
Nutrients	 Management	 Action
Plan	promised	under	the	Circular
Economy	Action	Plan.

To	the	Joint
Letter

Manifesto	for
establishing	minimum
standards	for	public
canteens	across	the	EU
-	by	the	EU	Food	Policy
Coalition
This	 Manifesto	 presents	 key
policy	 recommendations	 for
using	 procurement	 for	 a
systemic	 food	 transformation
and	aims	to	inspire	the	European
Commission	and	the	EU	Member
States	 as	 well	 as	 regional	 and
local	 public	 authorities	 with
seven	actionable	propositions	for
establishing	 minimum	 standards
for	public	canteens	in	Europe.
European	public	canteens,	and	in
particular	 school	meals,	are	 low-
hanging	 fruit	 for	 the
implementation	 of	 the	 EU	 Farm
to	 Fork	 strategy.	 They	 can	 be
catalysts	 for	 food	 system
transformation	 if	 their	 public
spending	 actions	 include
ambitious	 requirements	 that	 go
beyond	environmental	or	 ‘green’
requests.

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/CSOs-letter-on-Fertiliser-Communication-and-INMAP-Oct-2022.pdf


To	the
Manifesto

Upcoming	activities

Agroecology	Europe
Forum	2023
We	 are	 happy	 to	 announce	 that
the	 location	 of	 the	 2023	 Forum
has	 been	 chosen	 by	 the	 board.
The	 forum	 will	 take	 place
Central-Eastern	 Europe,	 in
Budapest,	Hungary	 in	November
2023!	 More	 information	 will
follow	 soon	 -	 we	 keep	 you
updated.	

Call	for	proposal	to
organise	in-person
participatory	workshops
in	2023

Agroecology	Europe	is	inviting	its
members	to	submit	a	proposal	to
organise	 a	 participatory
workshop	 in	 2023.	 In	 its	 work
programme	 for	2023,	and	 in	 the
framework	 of	 the	 LIFE	 EU
programme,	Agroecology	Europe
is	 planning	 to	 organise	 three	 in-
person	 participatory	 workshops
across	Europe.
	
Deadline	 for	 applications
submissions:	 Tuesday	 31st
January	2023

To	the	call

Direct-seeding,	mulched-
based	cropping	systems
International	webinar
24th	and	25th	of	January
2023

https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Manifesto-for-establishing-Minimum-Standards-for-Public-Canteens-across-the-EU_final-1.pdf
https://www.agroecology-europe.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/AEEU-Participatory-workshops-Call-for-proposals-2023.pdf


Ver	 de	 Terre	 Production
organises	 a	 tribute	 to	 Lucien
Séguy	and	Hubert	Charpentier	by
hosting	 4	 webinars	 on	 the	 24th
of	 25th	 of	 January	 discovering
the	results	of	two	lives	dedicated
to	 DMC's	 and	 how	 their	 team
ensures	the	perpetuation	of	their
work.	

More
information

Agroecology	Europe
Rue	Warichet,	4	Bte	202,	1435,	Corbais
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