
 YOUNG EUROPEANS’ MANIFESTO 
FOR AGROECOLOGY 

This Manifesto is the result of discussions among young people from various countries around Europe. We
gathered and exchanged our common experiences during the first edition of the Agroecology Europe Youth
Forum in France in September 2022. 

2022 being the European Year of Youth, we publish this manifesto to express our willpower to unite, build
alliances and bring answers to the multiple challenges related to our agricultural and food systems.
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www.agroecology-europe.org

We are an interdisciplinary group of young farmers,
peasants, students, researchers, activists and other
professionals. We aim to build a diverse and inclusive
coalition of young people involved in agroecology.

Our food system is built to disregard the common
goals of the many in order to benefit the private goals
of the few: it is clear that economic growth is not a
suitable paradigm to guide it. As the stewards of the
current and future generations, we advocate for a
paradigm shift and express our will to take urgent
action to regenerate the global agro-ecosystems,
focusing on food sovereignty and ensuring the health
of the ecosystems we all depend on.

We believe that securing the dignity and autonomy of
those who produce our food and those who eat it is
of utmost priority.

Knowing that any transition often brings different
types of insecurities, the agroecological transition
should be conducted in a just and collaborative
manner. We propose that more space is made for
agronomic experimentation while ensuring
psychological, economic, technical and knowledge
support

 1 .  W H O  A R E  W E ?
 

2 .  C H A L L E N G E S  A N D
S O L U T I O N S  

 As youth, the multiplicity of ecological crises - climate
change, the loss of biodiversity, land degradation,
water pollution and deforestation - threatens our very
existence and our right to live in a safe and healthy
environment¹. The resulting heightened social
inequalities and the marginalisation of social groups
such as women and low-income communities,
especially in the Global South, makes our world an
even less liveable place.

Transitioning to agroecology is a necessity. However,
we are mindful of the obstacles that may be faced
when shifting from conventional to agroecological
systems. Therefore, we ask that spaces for
communication and knowledge exchange are
multiplied by sharing best practices across Europe.

3 .  A G R O E C O L O G Y  I S  T H E
F U T U R E  W E  W A N T  

 
Agroecology is an all-encompassing approach that
demands a holistic recognition of scientific and social
dynamics while avoiding burden shifting to those with
no voice, less power and fewer resources – be it within
another part of the world, in the future, or at the
sacrifice of the non-human world.

Agroecology acknowledges the interdependence of
humans to all other life forms, including the necessity
of working with and as nature, rather than against or in
separation from. While not every living being is a
farmer or a grower, all are eaters.We embrace
complexity and local understandings of agroecology
and do not believe in a single solution, but rather
plural solutions that fit the needs of each place.

Food is therefore a connective fabric both universally
and within our communities, binding society, tradition
and identity. By restoring and respecting the role of
food in our lives, agroecology is at the root of solving
our social and environmental crises.

https://youth.europa.eu/year-of-youth_en


We demand that food is recognised a common good which cannot be reduced to a
commodity or product. 
We reaffirm that access to food is a human right, as recognized internationally since 1999 ². 
We believe that agroecology is a promise of a new system founded on 13 principles which
should be respected and recognized institutionally ³. 

Ecosystems and natural resources, including land, water and seeds are part of the
Commons, and therefore accessible to everyone equitably. 
The food system is to be governed as a Common at the local and global levels where
human beings’ sovereignty is both overlapping and respecting the subsidiarity principle. 
Food democracy ⁴ (at the citizen level) and food sovereignty⁵ (at the system level) are
pillars to a healthy, just and sustainable food system, where young people’s voices are
heard and taken into account. 

Better designed subsidies which support new entrants, ensure long-term land access and
create mentoring schemes. Such frameworks should include safety nets that encourage
experimentation with agroecological farming systems in order to increase the
attractiveness of such systems to young (or new) people interested in farming. 

Social policies to ensure dignified living conditions for producers and equal access to
sustainable agroecological food for all. Policies should recognize and facilitate grassroots
initiatives, such as social pricing, participatory guarantee systems, community-supported
agriculture and food democracy initiatives. 

True cost accounting, traceability and transparency for food products. 
Market regulations to ensure just remuneration for all producers, especially those that are
engaged in the protection of ecosystem services 
Dismantling all free trade agreements that are harmful to a territory’s economic, social and
ecological harmony

Introduction of a curriculum on agroecology in all levels of education. This includes both
lifelong training opportunities (e.g., school gardens, opportunities to work on
agroecological farms, farmer to farmer training), and food education, which begins with
what is being procured for school canteens.

Promoting open access and peer to peer research, as well as exchange amongst farmers,
scientists, policymakers and other actors. 
Actively integrating the socio-economic, ecological and political dimensions to the
agronomic debates and science through considering the position and voices of
minoritised social categories in all future research. 

A. Pillars of an agroecological food system : the institutional level 
1.

2.
3.

B. Pillars of an agroecological food system : governance
1.

2.

3.

C. The agroecological system in practice : moving forward through…

Support to farmers and peasants⁶

Social justice

Market regulation

Education

Research

4 .  O U R  D E M A N D S  
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commons


[1] United Nations, The human right to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment :
resolution adopted by the General Assembly, 2022

[2] Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, The right to food, 1999

[3] Committee on World Food Security, High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and
Nutrition, Report #14: Agroecological and other innovative approaches for sustainable
agriculture and food systems that enhance food security and nutrition, p41, 2019

[4] Hassanein, N. , Practicing Food Democracy: A Pragmatic Politics of Transformation.
Journal of Rural Studies, 19. 77–86 , 2003

[5] We use the notion of food sovereignty as coined by peasants’ organisation La Via
Campesina. 

[6] United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural
Areas : resolution adopted by the Human Rights Council on 28 September 2018

R E F E R E N C E S

This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and
neither the European Commission nor the Fondation de France,
nor the Fondation Ecotone cannot be held responsible for any
use which may be made of the information contained therein.

A U T H O R S

W I T H  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F :

In cooperation all participants of the first Agroecology Europe Youth Forum 2022.
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