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Agroecology Europe, the European Association promoting agroecology as a set of practices, a science

and a movement across Europe, welcomes the opportunity to give feedback on the Commission’s

revision on impact assessment for a legislation for plants produced by certain New Genomic

Techniques.

The current GMO EU regulation insures, harmonised procedures for risk assessment and clear

labelling and traceability and transparency for producers and farmers which protects human and

animal health and the environment. We invite the Commission to ensure that the regulation is

properly applied to all GMOs, including those developed with "new genomic techniques" such as

clustered regularly interspaced short palindromic repeats (CRISPR) technologies.

Respect the precautionary principle and the freedom of choice of European producers and

consumers

The precautionary principle must prevail and the freedom to make free and informed choices about

consumption and agricultural production must be maintained. The revision of this legislation for

plants produced by certain New Genomic Techniques poses a risk to those two utmost important

principles for human and animal health as well as for ecosystem balance. The deliberate release of

plants produced by targeted mutagenesis and cisgenesis needs to be assessed case by case and step

by step, in order to avoid risks of adverse effects to human health and the environment. New and

emerging gene-editing techniques lack a long-history of safe-use in any organism1 and are subject to

a number of off-target genetic modifications with unknown effects2 3.

Therefore, Agroecology Europe calls for maintaining high standards of risk assessment for all GMOs.

The development of GMOs, anchored in an industrial and fossil-fuel dependent development

paradigm, is strongly incompatible with sustainable transition pathways for agricultural and food

systems from environmental, social and economic perspectives. With a view to fulfilling the
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objectives and with the F2F and Biodiversity strategies, we invite the Commission to consider the

systemic approaches provided by the scientific community, farmers, and environmental organisations

to transform the EU farming and food systems and strengthen their resilience. A growing body of

scientific evidence argues for the development of agroecology in order to meet the objectives of

food security and sovereignty4, protection of natural resources5 and maintenance of farmers'

income6.

New (and old) genomic techniques: a strong incompatibility with the EU F2F and Biodiversity

strategies and a threat for farmer’s autonomy

Patented GMO seeds represent a serious threat to the resilience and sustainability of farming and

food systems. Mutagenesis, genetic contamination of local and heritage cultivars, contamination

incidents7 and interactions with other organisms make the coexistence with other production

systems, such as organic farming, impossible. In that sense the Organic Action Plan of the EU setting

a target of at least 25% of the EU's agricultural land under organic farming by 2030 will be made

impossible if a deliberate release of GMOs takes place on the market.

Beyond the technical issues, the structural dependence of farmers on the agro-biotech industry in

the case of the development of patented GMOs in agriculture raises ethical concerns. The high

concentration of power in the few hands of the agro-biotech industry is a direct threat to the

resilience of the European food system. Agroecology Europe calls for European policies that support

farmers' technical autonomy and that support the development of technologies that improve

economic and environmental resilience and value farmers' knowledge, food sovereignty and cultural

diversity.

Today's agrobiodiversity offers a wide range of evolutionary adaptations to all kinds of environmental

situations (resistance to extreme weather conditions, diseases, pathogens (parasites, fungi) and high

nutritional quality. EU policies should be designed to support and enhance agrobiodiversity at soil,

field, farm, landscape and territorial level, emphasising the importance of conservation and

sustainable use of local resources, and introducing highly diversified diets that can improve human

and animal health.

Agroecology Europe encourages the European Commission to support agroecological practices that

offer a more sustainable way of producing healthy food, that are efficient because they are better

adapted to local systems, more diversified, able to cope with the continuous evolution of pests and
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diseases without relying on chemical control and technological "silver bullets", and more resilient to

climate change and adverse economic circumstances.

Agroecology Europe is at the disposal for any request from the Commission and would be pleased to

offer the expertise in this legislative process.
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