
 AGROECOLOGY
A PATH FOR A SUSTAINABLE

AGRICULTURAL TRANSITION AND
A TOOL FOR PEACE

While the war in Ukraine continues to wreak
havoc, violence and human disruption, the
environmental, social and climatic
challenges of Europe also dramatically
persist, and the Farm to Fork Strategy -
which aims to cut the use of pesticides by
50%, fertilisers by 20%, and convert 25% of
European agricultural land to organic
farming - is now confronted with an
additional challenge: rising geopolitical
tensions. 

The war in Ukraine has cast doubts about
the feasibility and consequences of the
Farm to Fork Strategy, in particular about its
capacity to ensure food security in the short
term but also for the next decades in Europe
and worldwide. Millions of European
citizens are worried about the risk of the
reduced availability of crops (e.g.cereals and
corn), fertilisers, as well as the pessimistic
forecasts on the increase of costs of raw
materials for food production. 

On the contrary, the Farm to Fork Strategy
and the rapid adoption of agroecological
principles into policies present the best
response to these concerns. The COVID-19
pandemic has shown us how fragile our
globalised food system is – therefore it is
essential to increase its resilience and
sustainability from an environmental, social
and economic point of view by scaling
agroecology out and up in Europe and
beyond.
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The European Union needs to take a leading
role in this process by implementing the
Farm to Fork and the Biodiversity Strategies
in their full capacity.

These strategies and measures are crucial
both for agriculture and for the paradigm
shift, as they support the agroecological
transition which can bring peace not only to
our farms but also to our society in general.
Diversity, synergy and mutual support are at
the core of agroecological approaches. By
creating a diverse agroecosystem
agroecological producers reduce costs of
production per unit by making use of
natural synergies that exists between
different legumes, fruits, flowers, grains as
well as animals and fungi - which if
produced conventionally would cost much
more¹. For instance, by attracting natural
enemy killers of pests producers do not fight
the pests, they manage them and help local
biodiversity to recover. After insects come
birds, reptiles, amphibians and mammals
which all benefit from the humid
microclimate² which can be created in such
a diversified food production system. 
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Food Security

On one hand, agroecology contributes to setting a peaceful approach at the farm system
level by working in harmony with natural processes using local resources. On the other hand,
by creating synergies and collaborations within the food system by bringing local producers
closer to their communities, ensuring the latter with fresh and diversified food. Short supply
chains reduce transportation and food storage but also strengthen social capital as trust
grows within the community. Higher awareness and involvement of communities with their
producers nurture the development of food systems which are based on locally available
natural resources and local knowledge, in particular that of local producers. In times of crisis
as was the COVID pandemic and the war now, such systems can show high levels of flexibility,
adaptability but also resilience while being less dependent on imported inputs or capital. 

Although globalisation provides a range of opportunities, overreliance on external resources
rather than on local ones, makes countries and communities more vulnerable to economic
and environmental shocks ³ and also greatly endangers food security. The sudden concern for
food security is mainly attributed to the expected wheat, maize and sunflower export
reduction from Russia and Ukraine. Approximately 60% of European cereal production is
currently used for feeding animals. It is important to stress that it is such a monocultural
agricultural system based on industrial livestock production that is causing such a concern
for food security. Only an urgent transformation through the implementation of the Farm to
Fork strategy and the agroecological principles can deliver the necessary food security for
Europe and worldwide. This can be done notably through the promotion of models based on
the producers’ knowledge to produce according to the local ecology of their territories, i.e. by
the promotion of crop diversification with a special emphasis on different leguminous crops,
mixed animal/crop/agroforestry farms, low energy use (mostly renewables), the use of locally
available resources. Thus, local food systems composed mostly of small-scale farmers should
be further supported accordingly as they are the main actors for ensuring food security.

Since the start of the war, fertiliser costs have risen dramatically. Russia is the largest exporter
of such fertilisers, making it difficult for farmers to bear the financial consequences. Many are
at risk of, either going out of business, or transferring their increased costs to the final
consumers who will have to pay a 10-30 % increase to purchase their food. The Farm to Fork
Strategy is a third path available that will maintain farmers in business, provide consumers
with higher quality food, and ensure that Europe will have cleaner and healthier soils, air, and
water – a Europe where people can live in peace, with a better quality of life. To reach this goal
we need to join forces and encourage decision makers to support them in making the Farm to
Fork Strategy a reality that will transform our agriculture, making it less dependent from
external energy inputs, more sober in the use of pesticides, fuel and fertilisers, and more
creative in building farmers’ alliances and new forms of farmers/citizens market alliances.   

Fertilisers
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GHG emission reduction and biodiversity
maintenance
The current, dramatic realities should not be an obstacle to the long-term investment needed
to fight climate change and protect biodiversity which are the base for our future food security.
OECD countries have committed to mobilise a total of $100 billion per year to mitigate climate
change from 2020 until 2025⁴. Biodiversity conservation through the various European funding
programmes and institutions (NDICI, EFSD, EIB), as well as Member States' contributions
through Official Development Aid (ODA) do not cumulatively reach 100 billion euros annually.
Meanwhile, the financial gap between what is spent on biodiversity conservation and what is
needed lies somewhere between US$ 598 billion and US$ 824 billion per year⁵.

In the last few years, Europe has demonstrated its capacity to mobilise large amounts of money,
first to fight the pandemic and now to face the Ukrainian war. It is our hope that we will be
heard by European decision-makers, and we call upon them to move forward rapidly and
immediately invest in our commitment to reduce GHG emissions and maintain high levels of
biodiversity by transforming our agriculture and food systems through the Farm to Fork
Strategy. A large number of scientific studies⁶ show evidence that European food security can
be ensured thanks to agroecology and make ecological and social structures more resilient to
climate change.

A political and ecological response for peace
and prosperity

The inertia that could be produced by sustainable European farming and food policies
promoting agroecology could have a ripple effect on neighbouring countries, such as Ukraine.
Given the fact that small farmers make up as much as 98% of the country’s total harvest of
potatoes, 86% of vegetables, 85% of fruits, and 81% of milk in Ukraine⁷, there would be large
opportunities to (re)build environmental, economic and social sustainability based on small-
scale farming. However, the issue is that current subsidies support mainly large industrial farms
producing for exportation rather than supporting small-scale farmers ensuring food security -
whose role became even more important, now, during war. 

By taking this path, as from today we would finance and build the conditions for peace
throughout Europe and beyond, and a sustainable and just future for all on the long run.

Building a new European food security

4  https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/es/ip_21_6021

5  https://www.iddri.org/en/publications-and-events/blog-post/scaling-european-financial-package-and-leadership-biodiversity

6 Kerr, Rachel & Madsen, Sidney & Stüber, Moritz & Liebert, Jeffrey & Enloe, Stephanie & Borghino, Noélie & Parros, Phoebe & Mutyambai, Daniel

& Prudhon, Marie & Wezel, A.. (2021). Can agroecology improve food security and nutrition? A review. Global Food Security

7  Foote, N. (2022). Small farmers: The unsung heroes of the Ukraine war. [online] www.euractiv.com. Available at:

https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/small-farmers-the-unsung-heroes-of-the-ukraine-war/

For more information, please contact: 
Elena Ambühl, EU Affairs Manager
elena.ambuhl@agroecology-europe.org


